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BELCHERTOWN 


Selectboard 
talks FY21, 
22 budgets 


Joint meeting with 
Fin Com on Dec. 16 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff report 


BELCHERTOWN - Although 
it is still 2020, as of July 1, the 
town and the state have been in 
the 2021 fiscal year. However, 
much like many events planned in 
2020, the state budget’s approval 
has Belchertown officials waiting 
with anticipation. 

The Belchertown Selectboard 
discussed the current situation 
with Town Administrator Gary 
Brougham in its meeting on Nov. 
23 meeting. 

Brougham said when he spoke 
with the Finance Committee at 
its last meeting, it was decided to 
wait to begin adjusting the bud- 
get. 

“After considerable discussion 
about the fact that the House ver- 
sion differed from Gov. (Charlie) 
Baker’s proposal and the Senate 
version was pretty consistent 
with what the House proposed — 
it was really very preliminary,” 
Brougham told the board. “We 
hadn’t seen the full impact of the 
assessments at all. We decided it 
might not be advisable to jump 
right into a review of the 2021 
fiscal year, actual numbers versus 
what was proposed, until after the 
budget is voted.” 

Brougham added that waiting 
would give the town accountant 
an opportunity to better assess 
where the town is to date in the 
current fiscal year. 


See BUDGETS, page 5 = 





Kathy Charland and her mother, Beatty 
Balthazard have been working along 
with the “Supporting Kathy’s Journey” 
team to raise funds for a wheel-chair 
accessible vehicle for Kathy. 


Volunteers did a 
virtual countdown 
to light the tree on 
the Belchertown 
common last 
weekend. 


Annual event kicks off season 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN — Much 
like the lights hung around the 
Belchertown Common and 
Town Hall, the Belchertown 


COMMUNITY 


Cultural Council is looking on 
the bright side of current cir- 
cumstances. 

Given the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, the one-day celebra- 
tion as people knew it for the 
previous two years has been 





modified to a longer celebra- 
tion of the season. 

The kick-off was a live 
stream of the countdown to 


See TREE LIGHTING, page 10 = 


No just cause 
found for 


Fire Chiet 
suspension 


KIMBERLY PALMUCCI 
Correspondent 


GRANBY - A single neu- 
tral arbitrator has found that the 
town of Granby did not have just 
cause to suspend Fire Chief John 
Mitchell for 30 days in May. 

The town was ordered to imme- 
diately “rescind the suspension, 
remove all references to the 
suspension from the Mitchell’s 
file and make him whole for all 
wages and benefits lost as a result 
of the suspension, less any inter- 
im income he would not have 
received but for the suspension,” 
according to the decision written 
by Arbitrator Mary Ellen Shea. 

The one-month unpaid suspen- 
sion came after complaints were 
filed regarding Mitchell’s driv- 
ing while on the Mass Pike from 
Granby to Walpole on April 30 to 
inspect the new fire department 
apparatus. Other Granby fire- 
fighters were in the car with him, 
and his driving was described as 
“potentially reckless and unsafe.” 

It was reported that Mitchell 
drove in the high-speed lane, 
over the speed limit, tailgated 
the cars ahead, and flashed lights 
to “make them move out of the 
way. With this being the sec- 
ond speeding complaint against 
Mitchell in less than 30 days, 
according to the decision, Granby 
Town Administrator Christopher 
Martin emailed Mitchell in May. 

“Tt has been reported to me that 
you have been speeding in the 
Fire Chief’s vehicle,’ the email 
reads. “Please be advised that if 


See CHIEF, page 8 





Woman with rare condition seeks community support 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff report 


GRANBY -— Granby resident 
Kathy Charland is seeking sup- 
port from the greater communi- 
ty after recently being diagnosed 
with rare conditions, which now 
requires her to lay horizontally for 
23 hours a day. 

Charland has Spontaneous 


Call Surner 
and ask for our 
PINK truck 
to make your 
next delivery. 


heck 


Intracranial Hypotension and 
Dysautonomia — meaning spinal 
fluid leaks out of her spinal cord 
and her nervous system is unable 
to regulate essential body func- 
tions properly. 

With symptoms beginning in 
2018, Charland said in March of 
2020, her condition got worse to 
the point where she must spend 
most of the day horizontally. 


Surner Heating has partnered with the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 
those whom have been touched by 
Breast Cancer. 


“It’s most effective (to be hor- 
izontal) in terms of the spinal 
leak,” she said. 

In response to her situation, a 
group of Charland’s friends, loved 
ones and volunteers have creat- 
ed “Supporting Kathy’s Journey,” 
on social media, a website and 
Gofundme to help raise funds to 
help her. 

To allow for greater accessibil- 


HEATING CO., INC. 


ity, Charland has a power chair 
and a heavy one at that. 

“It’s 350 lIbs., it doesn’t trans- 
port well,” she said. “So, one of 
the things the team is fundraising 
for is a vehicle that can transport 
me outside of my home.” 

There are a number of ways the 


See CHARLAND, page 8 = 


60 Shumway Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 


413.253.5999 


CONTACT SURNER HEATING TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE SURNERHEAT.COM 
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NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 
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— COMMUNITY 


inal weekend boy scouts san ceiinieeis with Boy Scout 
Troop 507 sold wreaths on the Belchertown Common as 
part of the annual wreath sale. 





PHOTOS BY MELINA BOURDEAU 
With 120 wreaths sold last weekend, which means the Boy Scout Troop 507 wreath sale is sold out. 


Quabbin Art Association holiday giveaway this Saturday 


BELCHERTOWN - On Saturday, Dec. 5 from 
1 to 3 p.m., (Rain date December 12) Quabbin 
Art Association will host an “art take-away” 
exhibit on the Belchertown Common. 

Imagine the big pine tree in the center of the 
common decked out in lights, embellished with 
donations of art supplies, greeting cards, hand- 
made ornaments, fine art, fine art prints, photog- 
raphy--anything art related. 


HOLYOKE, MA | (413) 650-2500 
380 DWIGHT ST. | @CANNAPROVISIONSHOLYOKE 
9AM-8PM MON-SAT & 9AM-6PM SUN 


LEE, MA | (413) 394-5055 
PAO 5 (@) CSN KO) NILE SH LGyAN NIN Ned @MAbS(@] NISC] 3(0) 0) 
SAM-8PM SUN-WED & 8AM-9PM THU-SAT 





MENU = 


This opportunity is for QAA to give back to 
our community during the season and to fulfill 
an important part of the Quabbin Art Association 
mission which is to provide opportunity for local 
artists and to promote community interest in the 
visual arts. 

If you are interested in helping by donating 
a piece or two of art please pre-package your 
donated item(s) in a quart or gallon size baggie. 


ERYOURJOURNEY 


SCANNAPROVIS1ONSGROUP.COM 


Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of child 


Feel free to include your business card. 

Then, drop off your art-related donation(s) 
to 40 South Main Street (white house with red 
shutters) in Belchertown. You will find a labeled 
basket on the front porch. 

The bags will be clipped to the pine tree so 
that people can easily see what is inside. 

Prior to the event, QAA will have asked the 
community for donations, too. 


‘. 


Ot been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be asso 
afijUana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this produ 





AY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impairme! 
van? may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside 
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— COMMUNITY 


RSVP needed for Christmas masses at St. Francis of Assisi 


BELCHERTOWN -—Because of safety 
concerns and restrictions on gatherings by 
the state, attendance at mass is limited to 
200. 

As a result, Christmas Masses at St. 
Francis of Assisi this year will be by res- 
ervation only to ensure that the church 
stay below the limit, that social distancing 
is maintained and that everyone 1s safe. 
Anyone without a reservation will not be 
invited in. 

Anyone who does not feel well or who 
are particularly vulnerable to COVID-19 
due to age or underlying conditions are 


encouraged to stay home. 

Christmas Mass will be televised on 
BCTV 191 at 4:30 p.m. on Christmas Day 
and online. 

Attendance at all Christmas masses must 
be reserved in advance. Only those with 
reservations will be allowed in. 

For those who do attend, masks and 
social distancing are required. Cleaning and 
sanitizing protocols are in place. Enter by 
the front doors. Ushers will be available to 
direct the flow of entering and exiting the 
church to insure social distancing. 

The parish office will be taking reser- 


vations for the Christmas masses begin- 
ning Dec. 1. Use only the front entrance 
and anyone not on the list will be not be 
allowed in. 

Please arrive no later than 15 minutes — 
earlier, if possible - before the mass time, 
as social distancing, seating and list check- 
ing will take time. 

Masses for Christmas Eve (by reserva- 
tion only): Thursday, Dec. 24 at 4 p.m. and 
6 p.m. 

Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25 (by res- 
ervation only): mass at 8 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. 


Feast of the Holy Family: the weekend 
of Dec. 26 to 27, masses are the weekend 
schedule 

Family Blessings will be offered at the 
end of mass. 

New Year’s-Solemnity of Mary the 
Mother of God: Thursday, Dec. 31 mass 
will be celebrated at 6:30 p.m. and Friday, 
Jan. 1 at 8 and 12:10 a.m. 

The parish office will be taking reserva- 
tions for the Christmas Masses beginning 
Dec. 1. 

Please call 413-323-6272 ext. 1. 





A FULL SERVICE COMPANY 


Christmas tree light display 


BELCHERTOWN -— Join Christ Community Church for 
a drive through Christmas experience on Saturday, Dec. 19 
from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 

There will be brightly decorated trees, a live nativi- 
ty and caroling at Christ Community Church located at 
1255 Federal St., Belchertown. Come anytime between 5 
and 7:30 p.m. to drive through and enjoy some sights of 
Christmas, this event is free to the public. 


Teen write night party 


STAFF REPORT Residential 


Owner 
Mike McKenzie 


MA. Lic. #15648A Commercial 


BELCHERTOWN -— The Clapp Memorial Library 
will be having a virtual teen write night party on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9, at 7 p.m. to celebrate the end of 
National Novel Writing Month. There will be writing 
prompts, prizes, and the chance to share what you have 
been writing. Young writers should email clapplibrar- 
ytab @ gmail.com to register. This virtual celebration is 
for teens in grades 7 to 12. 


Fully Insured Industrial 


OSHA 10 
Certified 


Office: 413-213-0770 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 





Care Center 
58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 


Caring for Children 1 year up to 9 years 
Full day, before and after school programs 
and a morning preschool program offered 


Lic. # 8309640 4 1 3- 3 2 3- 8447 www.LittleFriends39.com 
CHECK OUT ALL THE 


Tu MEY rubications 


4S Little Friends 
Child 





Meet Your Local Agent 


Name: Crystal M. Daniels 


Position: Branch Manager 





Branch Location: Belchertown 
Years with Agency: 12 years 


Designations: Certified Insurance Service 


Homeowner's Electrician Representative Elite 
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED 
angelojmazzaelectrician@gmail.com 

Fully Insured 

Lic. No. 39940E | 413.433.2707 


Family: Husband Joseph, Son Jackson 


Cats or dogs? 
Dogs 





What is the weirdest food you've ever eaten? 
Not one to eat weird stuff 


What do you like best about your job? 


What is your favorite TV show? Ozarks and 
Breaking Bad were great - not a big TV watcher 


“Being able to explain insurance 
coverage clearly to a customer in 


The estan 





WE BUY a method they appreciate! It’s ver 
‘OF pits — rewarding a tc 0 they tell oo Favorite Holiday? 
FROM ATO Z. VARIETY OF ITEMS FOR its the first time someone has educated — Christmas. 
Call Bill or Beth YOUR HOME OR APT. them in a way they understand, or 
45 Parker Street 6 Chestnut Street that ae een has taken the time to If you could go anywhere in the world 
Indian Orchard Ludlow explain their ae ic at all , ae i r where would you go? 
543-6065 543-6065 See es ee 


to feel like you are wasting money. I 

feel it's important when clients can 
comprehend what they are spending 
their money on and can make decisions 
that work best for their situation” 


Fun fact about you that many of 
your customers don't know: 
Iam a Veteran. I was a truck driver in the Army. 


NMioutTon 


Insurance Agency Inc 
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE 


143 West Street 45 N Main Street 
Ware, MA 01082 Belchertown, MA 01007 
413-967-3327 413-323-7229 


www.moultoninsurance.com 


ip TS S) 


Sg S) 


Toy Drive Has Sane 


We are collecting items for ALL AGES! 
New, unwrapped toys 
New clothes Deliver items ANY 
TIME OF DAY to 
650 New Ludlow 
Rd, South Hadley 


Monetary Donations are welcome: 
Direct line for Santa! 
No stuffed animals, please! 


AUTO « HOME e BUSINESS 





77 Safety Insurance® 
v 
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THE BEST FRESH 
FOR YOUR HOLIDAYS! 


Hii Sfoliday 4 

Song yy /cekend 

December 5th, 6th & 7th 
Spend $75 in 

Randall's Christmas GREENHOUSE 

RECEIVE A $10 COUPON 

Purchase $50 in Randall's Gift Cards 


RECEIVE A $5 COUPON 


Check Out Our Holiday Menus, 
Bakery Specialties, 
Order Your Holiday Gourmet Gift Baskets 


Fresh Holiday 
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Welcome Baskets ~ 
Door Pieces ~ Kissing Balls 
Fresh Greens and Garlands 
Memorial Pots and Logs 


Fresh Christmas Trees 


Balsam & Fraser Fir 
4 foot to 10 foot tall 


Spectacular Poinsettias 


“Not Just Red” 
Natural Specialty Varieties 
Winter Rose, Pinks & Marbled See =anr 
“Fantasy Colors” T ha 
Blue, Lavender, Gold 
“Glittered and Glamorous” 


Kids Holiday 


Ornament Kit 


Make Your Own 
2020 Tree Ornaments 

Two Large Glass Snow Globes 

READY TO PAINT 
Christmas Trees & Snowmen 

Kit Includes Ornaments, Snow, 
Paint, Brush, Ribbon & Directions 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED! $9.99 


There's No Place 
Like GNOME! Y 


MAKE YOUR OWN | 
Evergreen Gnome Door Greeter 
More Than 3 1/2 Feet Tall! | : 
Kit Includes Frame, Fresh Greens, Felt, 
Muslin, Wire & Directions 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED! $45.00 


ALWAYS FRESH AT 








631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
OPEN: 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 7AM - 8PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -— 7PM 


Find us on and You§/t) 
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Belchertown Community 
Television schedule 


BELCHERTOWN - This is the upcoming schedule for 
Thursday, Dec. 3 to Wednesday, Dec. 9. 


Thursday, Dec. 3 
6 p.m. — Winter Night Light 2020 
6:30 p.m. — COVID Task Force - channel 191 


Friday, Dec. 4 
8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
9 a.m. — Belchertown Cultural Council Grant 
Application Time 
7 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
8 p.m. — Belchertown Cultural Council Grant 
Application Time 


Saturday, Dec. 5 

e 7:55 a.m. — Belchertown Cultural Council Grant 
Application Time 

¢ 8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe - B is for Being Brave 

e 4:20 p.m. — Belchertown Cultural Council Grant 
Application Time 

e 4:30 p.m. — Curious Giraffe - C is for Courageous 
Children 

e 7 p.m.—COVID Task Force — Dec. 3 


Sunday, Dec. 6 
4:30 p.m. — St. Francis Roman Catholic Church 
6 p.m. — Christ Community Church 
7 p.m. — Hope United Methodist Church 
8:30 p.m. — Winter Night Light 2020 
8:35 p.m. — Lessons and Carols - 2015 


Monday, Dec. 7 
8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
9 a.m. — Carols on the Common - 2017 
10 a.m. — Winter Light Night 2020 
11 p.m. — Belchertown Cultural Council Grant 
Application Time 
e 5 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
6:20 p.m. — Belchertown Cultural Council Grant 
Application Time 
6:30 p.m. — Selectboard - Channel 191 
7 p.m. — Board of Health - Channel 192 


Tuesday, Dec. 8 
8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe - D if for Dynamic Duo 
4:30 p.m. — Curious Giraffe - E is for Exploring with 
Exercise 


e 5 p.m. — Belchertown Cultural Council Grant 
Application Time 
Wednesday, Dec. 9 
¢ 8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
¢ 9a.m.— Winter Light Night 2020 
e 9:05 a.m. — Christmas Lights of Belchertown - 2016 
¢ | p.m. — Mediation with Lori - Your Mantra 
e 7 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 


The BCTV Studio is located at 68 State St., Belchertown. 
BCTV channels are 191, 192 and 193. The BCTV schedule 
is available at www.Belchertown.org. On the main title 
page select “residents,” click on Belchertown Community 
Television. Selected BCTV shows are also available on 
Vimeo. Go to www.Belchertown.org, go to quick links and 
click on “watch meetings and events online.” The schedule 
is subject to change. 

The BCTV weather information system is broadcast on 
TV channel 193 and displays the current weather condi- 
tions at the BCTV station as well as, the current regional 
radar. This service operates 24 hours a day with audio 
provided by the National Weather Service from Albany 
New York, with forecasts, storm and emergency warnings 
for the Pioneer Valley. 





R&R 
Sport shop 


Fishing Tackle, Hunting Supplies, Sporting Goods, ° 


Live Bait, Archery and Accessories 


413-323-6185 


16 Federal Street 
Belchertown, MA 





$10 million awarded to 


Community Foundations 
for COVID-19 relief 


BOSTON —- The Baker-Polito Administration 
announced $10 million in immediate relief and support 
to individuals and households experiencing severe eco- 
nomic hardship due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Community Foundation of Western 
Massachusetts received $904,796 to be used for housing 
support, food security, utilities, emergency childcare, 
utilities, basic needs, emergency childcare and transpor- 
tation. 

The funds, awarded to 14 organizations through the 
Community Foundations Grant Program for COVID-19 
Relief, can be used for vital services such as food secu- 
rity, housing and utilities support, emergency childcare 
and transportation, and other unmet needs of the com- 
munity. 

“This pandemic has created challenges for fami- 
lies across Massachusetts, including food insecurity, 
housing instability, and a lack of childcare, and these 
grants build on the Commonwealth’s efforts to help 
residents access these essential services and items,” said 
Secretary of Housing and Economic Development Mike 


See COVID RELIEF, page 14 - 





The chickadee’s 
guide to gardening 


NORTHFIELD — Join Dr. Desiree Narango on 
Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 5:30 p.m. for an engaging virtual 
presentation on why native plants matter for pollinators 
and songbirds. 

Narango will share her research on residential land- 
scaping, non-native plants and insect eating bird popu- 
lations. She will provide information on why plants and 
insects matter for bird conservation in human-dominated 
ecosystems. 

She will also give recommendations for plant choices 
to create high-quality bird habitat in your backyard. 

Dr. Narango is a wildlife ecologist at the University 
of Massachusetts, Amherst, interested in conservation 
solutions that help people and wildlife in shared working 
and living landscapes. This free event is co-sponsored 
by Northfield Mountain Recreation and Environmental 
Center and the Northfield Bird Club. 

To register, go to www.bookeo.com/northfield. 
Registration requests must be received at least 24 hours 
before program begins. 


Hope's ‘Holiday Shoppe’ 
goes virtual through Dec. 16 


BELCHERTOWN -— Hope United Methodist Church, 
along with many other organizations, was unable to hold 
its annual holiday bazaar this year due to the pandemic. 

In its place, Hope has brought the bazaar to the world 
of online shopping. Many items, mostly handcrafted, 
that would have been sold at the bazaar are for sale 
through the Rally Up fundraising platform. 

Shoppers can visit https://go.rallyup.com/hopeu- 
mc2020 to see all the great things being offered. This is 
a secure website and payments are made by credit card. 
Purchases can be picked up at the church each Saturday 
between 10 and 11 a.m. or by appointment. 

The holiday shop will be open through December 16, 
but sales have been brisk so it would be wise to check it 
out soon. 


Count on it. 


See Us, 
Your 
Toro 
Master 
Service 
Dealer 


Accessories? 


PERRON, INC. 


41 So. Whitney St., Amherst 


413-253-7358 


Hours: M-F 8-5:30, Sat 8-12 
www.boydenandperron.com 


Oat =) ae 
a @diialesslt 
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Energy Committee to host first meeting 


BELCHERTOWN - It’s not too late 
to become a member of the Energy and 
Sustainability Committee. 

The first meeting of the Energy and 
Sustainability Committee will be Thursday, 
Dec. 3, at 6:30 p.m. There is currently room 
on the board for members and associate 
members. 

The agenda for the evening includes: 

¢ Introductions (everyone says a few 
words about who they are, why they are 
interested in this committee and what they 
would like to be involved with) 

e List the possible topics (energy efficien- 
cy, solar energy, water conservation, etc.) 

¢ Possible priorities of projects (different 
folks could be working on different projects) 

e Expected time commitment (how much 
time you might expect to spend on this) 

e An open question and answer period 

Following the meeting, members or inter- 
ested parties are asked to send an email to 
Selectboard Member Jim Barry confirming 


BUDGETS : from page 1 


“Hopefully, we will have a handle on 
what the (state’s) budget will actually look 
like and then we could start to plan for 
the 2022 fiscal process which will start in 
January,” Brougham said. 

To prepare to balance the current fiscal 
year’s budget and look ahead to the 2022 
fiscal year, the Finance Committee and 
selectboard will have a joint meeting on 
Dec. 16 at 6 p.m. 


Water tower update 
The selectboard approved the final draft 
of an easement for the Belchertown Water 
Department in its Nov. 23 meeting after 
the town’s attorney signed off on changes 
made to the document. 
The easement will allow for use of the 


their interest in being appointed to this new 
town committee. 

Belchertown Energy & Sustainability 
Committee will be on Gotomeeting via com- 
puter, tablet or smartphone. https://www. 
gotomeet.me/EnergyCommittee 

You can also dial in using your phone in 
the United States at 1-669-224-3412. The 
access code is 939-345-309. 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app 
now and be ready when your first meet- 
ing starts: https://global.gotomeeting.com/ 
install/939345309 

Selectboard Chair Gail Gramarossa said 
this committee was discussed as a priori- 
ty at the board’s annual Strategic Planning 
Sessions held in August. 

Committee members will learn about and 
inform residents about opportunities to save 
energy and money through such things as the 
MassSave Energy Efficiency program; elec- 
tric vehicles and charging stations; reduce, 
reuse and recycle programs. Also they may 


town’s property by the Belchertown Water 
Department allowing it to replace the aged, 
100,000-gallon water tank off Park St. with 
a new 250,000-gallon tank and tower. 

Department of Public Works Director 
Steve Williams provided the board with the 
draft easement which addressed permitted 
uses, Maintenance requirements, insurance 
requirements and a termination clause. 

“It is a thorough document, similar to 
other easements I’ve seen the town work 
through,’ Williams said. “I am happy to 
present it to you. Town counsel signed off 
on it.” 

Water Superintendent Kevin Williams 
added that the department was waiting on 
the board’s approval before proceeding 
with any kind of bidding documents. 

Earlier this year, the Belchertown 
Planning Board approved site plans detail- 
ing plans to replace the aged, 100,000-gal- 
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11 North Main Street, Belchertown 


413-213-1500 


Over 100 Properties SOLD Yearly” 
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Professionals 





32221-4885 


LAND 


1.44 acres on Old Sawmill Road, 100k 
2.19 acres on Ware Road, 100k 
3.5 Acres on Michael Sears, 60k 


cover solar electricity, solar hot water and air 
source heat pumps. 

The committee will address municipal as 
well as residential and commercial topics in 
order to have a positive impact for everyone 
in town. Federal and state grants will be pur- 
sued to further the committee’s work. 

Charge to Belchertown Energy and 
Sustainability Committee 

The Belchertown Energy and 
Sustainability Committee is established for 
the purpose of developing and recommend- 
ing sound energy and sustainability policies 
for the Town. 

The Committee shall: 

Develop and administer programs relating 
to energy conservation, increased energy 
efficiency, and to develop alternative and/or 
renewable energy resources; 

Develop and administer programs to 
guard against the effects of climate change; 

Work with our energy data and informa- 
tion management system to aid energy plan- 


lon water tank with a new 250,000-gallon 
tank and tower. 

Although the tower would remain in its 
current general location in the back-park- 
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ning and decision-making; 

Promote the development of sound local 
energy education programs; 

With the approval of the Town, apply for, 
receive, expend, represent and act on behalf 
of the Town connection with federal grants, 
grant programs or reimbursements, or pri- 
vate grants; 

Advise, assist, and cooperate with state, 
regional, and federal agencies in developing 
appropriate programs and policies relating to 
energy planning and sustainability; 

Keep accurate records of its meetings and 
actions and shall file an annual report which 
shall be printed in the Town’s Annual Town 
Report. 

The Commission will consist of no fewer 
than five and no more than nine members 
appointed by the Board of Selectmen. The 
Director of the Department of Public Works 
and the Director of the Schools Buildings 
and Grounds (or their designees) shall be 
de-facto members of the Commission. 


ing lot area of the Old Town Hall Building, 
safety concerns prompted engineers to con- 
sider having the tower moved 60 feet to the 
south. 
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LOOKING 
TO GET YOUR 
REAL ESTATE LICENSE? 
CALL PATRICK NOLAN 
413-786-5047 


INDIVIDUAL REALTORS 
WITH TEAM POWER 


Patrick Nolan 
Lisa Bombard 
Laurie Swift 
Anna Marsh 
Mike Goncalves 


413.786.5047 
413.250.5758 
413.575.7831 
413.459.3457 
413.636.1335 
401.533.0242 
413.230.7557 
508.612.0821 
413.345.2596 
774.757.7795 


We Have CASH 
BUYERS Wanting 
Your AS-IS/ 
ANY CONDITION 
HOME. 
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IN THE GARDEN 


It’s time to shop or a 
gardener in your life 


y kids have been busy 
making their Christmas 
wish lists. Over the 


years I have saved the “rough 
drafts.’ You know, the list that 
doesn’t get sent to Santa. It’s 
a walk down Memory Lane to 
look these over. Just the change 
in their handwriting is enough to 
make a Momma cry, never mind 
all the requests for baby dolls 
and princess this or that! Those 
days are over, sniffle, sniffle...but 
today’s pastime got me thinking about my favorite gift 
recommendations for the gardener in your life. Let’s 
start with tools! 

Hands down, my favorite tool is the spade. It’s sim- 
ilar to a short handled shovel with an ever so slightly 
tapered, yet straight rectangular blade. I have an antique 
spade with a worn wooden handle that belonged to my 
dad. I use it to “edge” shrub beds or other gardens to 
keep them distinct from the lawn. A spade is also great 
for dividing overgrown perennials. Simply use the blade 
to chop the plant into manageable pieces. It is likewise 
indispensable for moving or removing trees and shrubs, 
cutting through tough roots in no time flat. 

If I had to name a runner up, it would be the scuffle 
hoe. Get your friend one of these and with 20 minutes 
of “aerobic exercise” three times a week, their garden 
will be weed free! A gentle back and forth action slices 
the weeds at the soil line without turning the soil over 
too much or bringing new seeds to light. 

One tool that I couldn’t live without come harvest 
time are my garden shears. They look very much like 
scissors with shorter blades. Useful as an all around 
pruner, this tool is surprisingly sharp, lightweight, and 
comfortable in your hands even after lots of work. I 
only wish they weren’t black; I need to spray paint the 
handles neon orange so that I don’t keep losing them 
amongst the plant material. 

Once the weather breaks your favorite gardener can 
get a jump start on the growing season with a gift of 
IRT mulch. For crops such as pumpkins, melons, egg- 
plant, peppers and other heat-lovers, it is an indispens- 
able tool. Simply roll out the black plastic-like mulch 
two weeks before planting time to warm the soil. When 
ready to plant, simply cut and “X” into the mulch and 
position the seedling into the soil. Plants generally 
grow faster and will ripen sooner than those growing 
without the mulch. In addition, they suffer next to nil 
competition from weeds. 

Even though it will be a while until we can get our 
hands into the soil again, many gardeners will start off 
the New Year with a seed catalog or two in hand. To 
be able to grow the great variety of tasty veggies and 
colorful flowers seen on the glossy pages of these pam- 
phlets, we really must learn to start our own transplants 
from seed. Then, the sky is really the limit! 

Without the right amount of light and warmth, how- 
ever, indoor seed starting can be discouraging. Often 
times transplants end up so leggy that they collapse. 
Or, worse yet, seeds rot in the soil without ever even 
germinating. Spare your loved one the heartbreak and 
get them a heated mat and a shop light with fluorescent 
bulbs. The mat will provide warmth at the root zone to 
encourage speedy, even germination and the light, when 
positioned just inches above the growing seedlings, will 
promote sturdy, strong growth. 

Search out local garden centers and nurseries for 
these and other innovative gardening implements 
for your friends and family this holiday season. Two 
mail order companies that carry the some of the prod- 
ucts I mentioned include Johnny’s Selected Seeds in 
Winslow, Maine (Johnnyseeds.com) and Fedco Seeds in 
Waterville Maine (fedcoseeds.com). 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ turley. 
com with “Gardening Question” in the subject line. 


6) oive YOUR VIEW! 


What are your thoughts on issues 
in town? Voice your view! 
Write to us in Letter to the Editor format and 
we'll print your opinion on our Op/Ed page. 
Email it to ahenderson @turley.com. Include 
your hometown and a phone number at which 
we can reach you for confirmation. 
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LETTERS 


Thank you 7th Hampden District 


I want to thank the thousands of commu- 
nity members who supported my campaign 
leading up to the Nov. 3 election. Your 
enthusiasm and desire for change led us to 
victory. And this victory would certainly 
not have been possible without the many 
volunteers who braved the cold to hold 
signs, made phone calls, sent texts, contact- 
ed friends, knocked on doors and served as 
recount observers, and to them, I want to 
express my heartfelt gratitude. 

I'd also like to thank my friend and col- 
league on the Ludlow School Committee, 
Chip Harrington, for his commitment and 
dedication to serving our community. 
While we were opponents in this cam- 
paign, I look forward to working with Chip 
and sharing ideas that can better our com- 


Thank you 


The St. Francis Food Pantry wishes to 
thank Paige Financial, local groups and 
parishioners for making its Thanksgiving 
meal a success this year. Another thanks 
also goes out to the Belchertown Lions 
Club and Liberty Blues Landscaping, each 
of which made a monetary donation. With 
20 turkeys donated, grocery bags with 


GUEST COLUMN 


In My Backyard 


ELLENOR DOWNER 


orkers helping to transport the 

W Rockefeller Center Christmas 

tree found an adult Northern saw- 

whet owl clinging to the tree. The tree and 

owl came from Oneonta to New York City, 

New York. The owl had no food or water 

during the three-day trip. It is recovering at 
a wildife refuge in New York state. 

The owl, now named Rockefeller, is get- 
ting fluids and “all the mice he can eat” at 
the wildlife center. A vet checked it over 
and took x-rays, but it seems to be in great 
condition. When ready, it will be released 
back into the wild. 

Northern saw-whet owls are the smallest 
North American owl and about seven to 
eight inches long. These owls have yel- 
low eyes, mottled brown feathers with a 
whitish facial disk and white-spotted head. 
Juveniles are dark brown with a cinnamon 
belly and a white vee between the eyes. 

Saw whet owls are nocturnal and hard 
to see. During daylight, they roost in dense 
vegetation, typically at eye level and near 
the trunk of evergreen trees. 

Female Northern saw-whet owls lay four 
to seven white eggs in a nest in a tree cav- 
ity or old woodpecker hole. They will also 
use next boxes. 


munity and region. 

I’m aware of the closeness of this race 
and that many people in the community did 
not support my campaign, and I want to 
assure them that [ will fight just as hard for 
you in the legislature. As the divisions of a 
highly contentious election begin to pass, 
it is now time for us to come together and 
help move our community forward. I look 
forward to working with all of you to help 
make our community better for all people 
and ensuring that the brighter future that 
I campaigned on will become a reality for 
us all. 


Jake Oliveira 
State Representative-Elect 
7th Hampden District 


sides were able to provide an entire meal 
for people in the community. Families were 
able to have a nice meal this year despite 
the pandemic. 

Thank you. 


The St. Francis Food Pantry 


Thistle feeder 

During the warm weather, a bear 
grabbed my thistle (niger) seed feeder. He 
pulled it off the hook and left it about 15 
feet away. The plastic tube was crushed and 
the seed ports removed. There was not a 
single seed to be found in it. The American 
goldfinches and chickadees kept flying to 
where the feeder was. 

I bought another feeder and put it out. It 
did not take them long to find the new feed- 
er. American goldfinches and chickadees 
love the thistle seed and often three or four 
eat from the feed perches at once. 


Canada geese 
Last week, I saw a very large flock of 
Canada geese in a harvested cornfield. The 
flock had well over 100 hundred geese. 
They were probably on their way from 
Canada to the southern winter grounds. 


Bluebirds 

My son-in-law, Bryan, saw four blue- 
birds in his yard last week. He watched 
them come and go from one of the two 
bluebird houses in his Barre yard. 

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413- 
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100 or emailing mybackyard88 @aol.com 
or edowner @turley.com. 


Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the edi- 
tor should be 350 
words or less in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin- 
ions will be pub- 
lished. We require 
letter writers to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author- 
ship prior to publi- 
cation. We reserve 
the right to edit or 
withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to 
be libelous or con- 
tain unsubstantiated 
allegations, person- 
al attacks, defama- 
tion of character 
and offensive lan- 
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered 
by the author need to 
cite credible, unbi- 
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel 
Editor Melina 
Bourdeau, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel @turley.com. 
The deadline for sub- 
missions 1s Friday at 
5 p.m. 


The Sentine! is published 
every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, Fax 
(413) 289-1977. 
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i POLICE LOGS 


Belchertown 


Editor’s note: The following are brief 
explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of Nov. 18 through Nov. 24. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature 
is designed to provide context and explana- 
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 339 calls police respond- 
ed to, there were 55 incidents, six acci- 
dents, four arrest/summons and 12 cita- 
tions. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 
Saturday Nov. 21 

2:09 p.m. — A 72-year-old Ware man 
was arrested for operating with a suspend- 
ed license. Dispatch to plot of George 
Hannum Rd. business for a report of an 
accident. The operator was backing out and 
struck another vehicle. The spoke with the 
operator of the involved vehicle. During the 
process of obtaining the registration infor- 
mation called into dispatch, the driver’s 
license was suspended. A criminal com- 
plain was issued for operating a vehicle 
after a suspension. 


Sunday, Nov. 22 

3:52 p.m. — Michael J. Sullivan, 69, of 
151 Oak Ridge Drive, Belchertown, was 
arrested on charges of failing to yield at an 
intersection and operating the influence of 
liquor. Officers are of Eskett and State St. 
for report of a two-vehicle accident with 
no injuries. The accident occurred with 
one vehicle stopped at a stop sign, failed 
to yield and entered into the intersection, 
causing a crash. The operator of the vehicle 
smelled of alcohol and stumbled as stood 
up from vehicle. The operator reported he 
had a couple more drinks than they should 
have. A field sobriety test was adminis- 
tered. The person was arrested on the corre- 
sponding charges. 


Tuesday, Nov. 24 

9:20 am. — A 39-year-old Gardner man 
was issued a summoned for charges of 
speeding and operating with a suspended 
license. An officer was traveling north on 
Boardman St. and saw a vehicle pass them 
at a high rate. The vehicle was speeding 
and upon catching up, the officer pulled the 
operator over. The person said they thought 
their license was reinstated, but it was still 
suspended. The passenger in the vehicle 
had a valid license they were allowed to 
drive it away. 

3:48 p.m. — Harold W. Cote, 67, of 222 
Old Lyman Rd., Chicopee arrested on a 
watrant and charges of operating with a 
suspended license. Officers responded to a 
two-car crash with no injury on Federal St. 
and Allen Rd. Upon arrival, radio dispatch 
advised the officer of a suspended license 
and there were two warrants out for them 
as well. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 
Wednesday, Nov. 18 
8:15 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 


10:53 a.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident on Ledgewood Rd and Turkey 
Hill Rd. One vehicle heading north on 
Turkey Hill Rd. was speeding and turned 
into the same lane as another vehicle, strik- 
ing it head on. The operator of the second 
vehicle attempted to speed up to avoid the 
first vehicle as it entered the lane, but was 
unable to avoid the crash. The first vehi- 
cle left the road and collided with a tree. 
A paramedic arrived on scene and began 
treatment of one of the operators prior to 
the officer’s arrival. The operator of the 
first motor vehicle needed to be freed by 
Belchertown Fire Department. The oper- 
ator did admit to speeding. Both vehicles 
were towed from the scene and one person 
was transported from the scene. 

10:56 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

1:30 p.m. — An officer responded to a 
residence for a report of two unknown 
females who entered the home, but had 
since left. The officer spoke with the 
reporting party who said their child was 
home with a friend when the two women 
opened the door and said, ‘Hello.’ The two 
parties accused the child of taking packag- 
es and the child responded that they did. 
The two parties then left the residence. 
There is no further information at this time. 

2:03 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

2:46 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

2:53 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

3:32 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

4:06 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

9:35 p.m. — Officers took a report of an 
accident from the involved driver. The per- 
son reported they were driving through the 
post office parking lot when they struck a 
light post. The caller stated the parking lot 
was completely dark when they were driv- 
ing through the lot. The officer responded 
to the driver’s residence and observed dam- 
age to the front corner of the car. 


Thursday, Nov. 19 

11:52 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

2:18 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

3:05 p.m. — Officers took two reports of 
unemployment fraud. 

10:04 p.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident on Bardwell St. The operator was 
heading east on Bardwell St when the driv- 
er fell asleep and side swiped a utility pole 
and collided with a stone wall. There was 
heavy damage to the vehicle. The operator 
was transported from the scene and the 
vehicle was towed. 


Friday, Nov. 20 

9:08 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

10:11 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

10:45 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

10:50 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

11:10 a.m. — Officers took a report of 


The Library Loft 
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unemployment fraud. 

1:09 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

1:11 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

1:25 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

1:32 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

1:49 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

3:05 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

4:01 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

4:40 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

4:54 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

5:54 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

6:41 p.m. — An officer corresponded with 
a resident regarding ongoing marital issues. 


Saturday, Nov. 21 
10:05 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 
11 a.m. — Officers took a report of unem- 
ployment fraud. 
4:13 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 


Monday, Nov. 23 

8:54 a.m. — Officers responded to assist 
Belchertown fire and paramedics. 

9:01 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

9:34 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

9:40 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

9:45 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

11:09 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

11:18 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

11:53 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

12 p.m. — Officers responded to assist 
Belchertown fire and paramedics. 

12:37 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

12:39 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

1:35 p.m. — Officers responded to 
Federal St. for a report of a motor vehicle 
crash. The accident occurred in the parking 
lot when one vehicle turned left in front of 
another that was driving through the park- 
ing lot. Both vehicles were gone before the 
officer’s arrival. 

9:12 p.m. — An officer responded to a 
North Main St. business for report of a 
hit and run. The vehicle which was struck 
spoke with the officer. It appeared that the 
vehicle was backed into, there were no 
paint transfer marks. Photos of the scene 
were taken. There are no suspects at this 
time. 


Tuesday, Nov. 24 
12:56 a.m. — An officer was travelling 
north on Mill Valley Rd. when they saw a 


black sedan travelling south and ran a reg- 
istry query. The query reported the vehicle 
was revoked for insurance, there was no 
registration and no inspection sticker. The 
officer stopped the party and issued a writ- 
ten warning and citation for the charges. A 
tow company was contacted and the vehi- 
cle was moved to an impound lot. 

10:04 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

10:25 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

11:07 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

1:41 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

1:48 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

10 p.m. — Officers received a call from 
an Amherst Rd residence reporting their 
downstairs neighbors were fighting and 
heard things being thrown. The officers 
dispatched to the scene where the neighbor 
said everything was fine and the reporting 
party stated they were woken up by the 
fighting. Once officers cleared the scene, 
they got a second call for the same location 
reporting the neighbor attempted to break 
the door down. The reporting party said the 
person then left in a vehicle. It was alleged 
that the driver was intoxicated. Officers 
reported observing damage to the door and 
the deadbolt bent away from door. There is 
no further information at this time. 


Granby 


Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 
Department responded to 113 calls for the 
week of Nov. 20 through Nov. 26. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. All infor- 
mation is provided by the Granby Police 
Department. 


Friday, Nov. 20 
6:49 p.m. — Officers investigated a motor 
vehicle accident on East State St. A vehicle 
was damaged from hitting a deer. 


Saturday, Nov. 21 
6:50 p.m. — Officers investigated a motor 
vehicle accident on West State St. A vehicle 
was damaged from hitting a deer. 


Sunday, Nov. 22 
10:12 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
identity theft. The incident is still under 
investigation. 


Tuesday, Nov. 24 
11:36 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
identity theft. The incident is still under 
investigation. 
1:20 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
identity theft. The incident is still under 
investigation 


Wednesday, Nov. 25 
6:50 a.m. — An officer issued a criminal 
citation for unlicensed operation of a motor 
vehicle. 


TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANT — ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 


The Town of Belchertown is accepting applications for a Technical Assistant in 

the Assessing Department. This full-time position is responsible for performing 
administrative tasks including maintenance of databases that support the operations 
of the Assessing Department, and assists taxpayers with general inquiries involving 
motor vehicle excise, property valuation, and property tax exemptions. The successful 
candidate must be attentive to detail and demonstrate a high degree of accuracy. 

An Associate Degree is required with three-four years of administrative experience, 
preferably in a municipal setting, or any equivalent combination of education or 
experience. Proficiency in Microsoft Office programs, knowledge of tax billing and 
collection software such as MUNIS and Patriot-AssessPro CAMA preferred but not 
required. This is a 40 hour per week position, pay range: $25.19 to $32.14 per hour. 


Primary Functions: 


e Update legal information regarding property ownership through deed and plan 


research. 


e Update office databases regarding ownership, subdivision plans and surveys. 

e Prepares notice of commitment and warrant regarding real estate, personal property, 
motor vehicle excise, CPA surcharge and liens. 

e Create tax files for billing purposes regarding real and personal property. 

e Review recorded plans/surveys and update assessor’s tax maps. Assist in updating 
town’s GIS mapping database on a quarterly basis. 

e Process water betterments and sewer assessment payment requests. 


A job description for this position and an employment application are available by 
calling the Office of the Board of Selectmen (413-323-0403). The deadline to apply is 


4:00 p.m. on December 11, 2020. 
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ability to use her wheelchair as a 
seat in a vehicle and more. 

To go out of her home, Charland 
needs to use a manual wheelchair 
rather than her power chair due to 
the weight, which limits her inde- 
pendence. 

“The power chair is useful 
because I can rotate or stop or 
position myself where I need to 
be. I don’t need someone to push 
me like in a manual wheelchair,’ 
Charland said. “From an indepen- 
dence and freedom standpoint, (the 
power chair) is easier and more 
helpful.” 

Charland said she is “a peo- 
ple person” and enjoys talking to 
everyone and learning everyone’s 
name. 

“Tt’s a little harder with COVID- 


will follow. 

She said if her health improves 
enough, she will be able to help 
kids with physical disabilities to 
become involved in sports and 
other activities, something she had 
a vested interest in prior to her own 
disability. 

“There is good and will contin- 
ue to be good to come from this,” 
she said. “As we enter the season 
of giving, I want to add that I am 
grateful to people who willing to 
give even when they don’t know 
me.” 

To donate on Gofundme, go to 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/ 
supportingkathysjourney or visit 
the “Supporting Kathy’s Journey” 
website at https://supporting- 


these, my needs are not covered by 
insurance,’ Charland said. “This 
will cover my everyday expenses 
and help ease the burden.” 

In addition to the fundraiser, 
people can also take part in “Paper 
K,” a paper cut out of Charland 
which can be taken on “adven- 
tures.” 

“You can take it and print it out, 
then bring ‘me’ to different plac- 
es,’ Charland said. “I’m not able 
to do many of the things I’d like to 
be able to do, so I get a kick out of 
it. People have put the figure in the 
sand on the beach or making s’mo- 
res. Then they’re asked to send a 
picture of whatever ‘I’m’ doing, so 
I can see it.” 

She said people have to an 


STAFF REPORT 


MONSON - The Friends of 
the Monson Free Library will be 
holding a virtual holiday bazaar 
for the month of December. The 
work of four local artists will be 
for sale: Maureen Solomon, pot- 
ter, painter and jewelry designer; 
Tod Beall, stained glass artist; 
Peter Mayberry, metal artist; and 
Penny Lewis, fiber artist and 
quilter. Ten percent of all sales 
will be donated to the Friends 
of the Monson Free Library. For 
more information go to https:// 
monsonlhlibrary.com/friends-of- 
the -library or friends.monson- 


. Paper K is a project to bring a 
freelibrary @ gmail.com. 


paper version of Kathy Charland 
to various places and send pic- 





19 and people don’t know how to 


option to donate, but don’t have to 
pay to participate in the “Paper K.” 


kathysjourney.weebly.com/. 


tures of the cutout for Charland. 





GRANBY : from page 1 


this type of behavior continues, 
further action will be taken.” 

Mitchell was hired as the 
Granby Fire Chief in 2017. He 
has since been terminated as of 
July, but the grievance concerns 
the town’s decision to suspend 
Mitchell for 30 days for speeding 
while driving his town-assigned 
vehicle. 

A demand for arbitration was 
filed by Mitchell pursuant to his 
employment contract with the 
town of Granby. A video hear- 
ing via Zoom was conducted in 
September, according to the deci- 
sion, in which it was discussed 
if the town had just cause to sus- 


2 


a - 
N —_h 
0) ee) 


W 6) N 
N o) oO 


aN 


0) 01 Ol i 
N ce) O1 0.) 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Opposite of west 

5. Caesar, comedian 

8. Helps little firms 

11. A way to censor 

13. Expresses atomic and 
molecular weights 

14. Chalcedony 

15. Type of sword 

16. A corporation’s first 
offer to sell stock to 
the public 

17. Attired 

18. A sequence of winding 
turns 

20. Pal 

21. Expresses pleasure 

22. Amendable 

25. Clear 

30. A way to cut off 

31. Indigenous Thai person 

32. Pale brownish yellow 
color 

33. Aquatic plants genus 

38. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! 


41. Merchants 
43. Fix a chair 
45. Throws into 


COMpOSEr 


developer 


program 


adjectives 

is played 
62. Body part 
63. Fall back 
CLUES DOWN 


east 


disorganization 
48. Famed German 


49. Keyboard key 
50. Oral polio vaccine 


90. Partner to pain 
96. Where golfers start 
5/7. Jenny __: weight loss 


59. Sailing dinghy 
60. Suffix that forms 


61. Speeds at which music 


64. Ancient Greek sophist 


1. One point south of due 


pend Mitchell for 30 days. 

Mitchell argued the town did 
not have just cause to suspend 
him because he had already been 
disciplined for the same alleged 
misconduct via the email sent by 
Martin. He also argued that the 
30-day suspension is “grossly 
disproportionate” because there 
had only been two allegations of 
speeding. 

The town had the burden 
of proving that there was just 
cause for the suspension, which 
included proving that Mitchell 
was guilty of the charges against 
him and that the disciplinary 
procedure was fair and afforded 
Mitchell due process. 

Shea wrote she found the 
town had proven that Mitchell 


2. Wings 

3. One point south of 
southeast 

4. The shirts on our backs 

5. One who works on the 
seas 

6. Select jury 

7. Small intestines parts 

8, Plant of the heath family 

9. Extrasolar planet 

10. Creates more of 

12. Before 

14. Forms over a cut 

19. Runs down 

23. Exercise regimen 
__-bo 

24. Unkeyed 

25. Principle underlying the 
universe 

26. Corpuscle count (abbr.) 

27. Residue 

28. Company that rings 
receipts 

29. Rugged mountain 
range 


41. Your 


42. Diana __, singer 

44 |mportant document for 
inventors 

45. Bangladesh capital 

46. Fluid that flows in the 
veins of Greek gods 

47, Famed daguerreotype 
photographer 

48. Where military 
personnel work 

91. Play a role 

52.La__ Tar Pits, 
Hollywood 

53. Unstressed-stressed 

54. Type of palm tree 

58. Judo garments 


was “guilty of misconduct that 
warranted discipline,’ however, 
she also found that the town had 
not proven there was just cause 
to suspend him because he had 
already been disciplined once for 
the same misconduct. 

“There is no evidence the town 
was precluded from issuing either 
a written reprimand or a 30-day 
suspension for the April 30 inci- 
dent. When the town did exer- 
cise its authority to determine 
and impose a penalty, however, it 
chose to send a disciplinary email 
on May 5, 2020,” the decision 
reads. 

According to the town, the May 
5 email was not a disciplinary 
action nor was it a “final” action, 
Shea wrote. The town contended 


34. Commercials 

35. NY footballer 

36. They __ 

37. Soviet Socialist 
Republic 

39. Poked holes in the 
ground 

40. Pitchers 


Birthdate: 


Welcome, : 
e Born April 
e 9 \bs. 22. inches 
Proud Parents 
Lydia & Mike Ryan 


that the email was a short, general 
message reminding Mitchell to 
obey speed limits. It was non-spe- 
cific and did not mention the 
April 30 incident, they said. 

When Martin later issued the 
notice of a 30-day suspension, he 
“did not have new information 
about the April 30 incident,” the 
decision states. 

“This means that the same 
proof and the same factual ele- 
ments used to justify the May 5 
disciplinary email were used later 
to justify the 30-day suspension,” 
Shea wrote. “As a result, Chief 
Mitchell was disciplined a second 
time for the same misconduct, 
involving the same facts regarding 
the April 30 trip.” 

John Mitchell was terminated 


as the Fire Chief for the town of 
Granby at the end of July. 

In the Nov. 16 meeting of the 
Granby selectboard, selectboard 
member Jay Joyce asked whether 
the town will be paying for two 
chiefs’ salaries following the arbi- 
tration. 

Town Administrator Chris 
Martin said no. 

“The funds were for the 2020 
fiscal year and the funds were 
encumbered by the board to pay 
for the wages, as approved by the 
board this evening,’ Martin said. 

Martin confirmed that the town 
now has an interim Fire Chief 
who was appointed Nov. 16— 
Robert Czerwinsk1. 


Place your FREE 
Announcement 
in The Sentinel. 


Hayley Ryan! 
22,, 2019 


Photos Encouraged 


To submit your announcement 
complete this form and send to 
The Sentinel, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069. 


Or email: sentinel@turley.com 


Baby’s First Name: 

Parents (names & hometown): 

Siblings (names & hometown): 

Maternal Grandparents (names & hometown): 


Paternal Grandparents (names & hometown): 


Additional info: 
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Chamber endorses traditions with a twist 


DALTON ZBIERSKI 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - This hol- 
iday season, the South Hadley & 
Granby Chamber of Commerce 
is endorsing a pair of annual cele- 
brations, both of which will incor- 
porate new twists. Small Business 
Saturday and the Holiday Stroll 
are set to occur, as each initiative 
will take on a unique look. 

“Traditions are the cornerstone 
of who we are as a community. 
They’ve just been reimagined 
this year in order to do them in a 
way that is safe,’ said Chamber 
President Michelle Theroux. 

This year is unlike any other, 
however. The COVID-19 pan- 
demic has forced small business 
owners to reinvent their strategies. 

On Dec. 4, the Chamber will 
continue another tradition, the 
“Holiday Stroll,” during which 
Santa will arrive in South Hadley. 

In the past, the annual endeav- 
or has been held at the Village 
Commons and included live 
music, hot chocolate, cookie 
crafting stations and face paint- 
ing. This year, the event will be 
held at the Beers & Story Funeral 
Home on Newton St. and take on 
a different shape. 

“Not many of those activities 
can happen in the situation that 
we’re currently in, but one of our 
local members, Beers & Story 
Funeral Homes here in South 
Hadley, agreed to support our 
event and the community,” said 
Theroux. 

The Dec. 4 drive through affair 
will offer young residents an 
opportunity to greet both Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus. Theroux expanded 
upon the format. 

“The driveway will be deco- 


rated so as cars pull in, they’ll 
drive along,” she said. “There 
will be booths and tents set up 
by our sponsors and some of our 
members giving out COVID- 
friendly giveaways. No one gets 
out of their car so social distanc- 
ing remains in place. There will 
be holiday music piped through, 
and, then, Mr. and Mrs. Claus will 
be under the portego of Beers & 
Story to greet them.” 

Children can drop their 
Christmas wish lists and letters 
to Santa into a mailbox that will 
be made available along the drive 
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The South Hadley & Granby Chamber of Commerce's annual Holiday Stroll will be 
held this year at Beers & Story Funeral Home on Newton St. 


through. As part of the event, 
the Chamber will also hold its 
annual coloring contest; the col- 
oring sheet is available on the 
Chamber’s website. 

Theroux is excited for the hol- 
iday season. She is hopeful that 
the Holiday Stroll will bring 
smiles to the faces of all who par- 
ticipate, especially South Hadley 


and Granby’s youngest residents. 

“So much of these kids’ lives 
have been changed and altered, 
and there hasn’t been a whole lot 
of fun or it’s been really cloud- 
ed. This provides them with an 
opportunity to do what is a tradi- 
tion; it just might look and feel a 
little bit different this year,’ said 
Theroux. 



















PHOTOS BY DALTON ZBIERSKI 





The back parking lot of the Beers & Story Funeral Home on Newton St. looks bare 
today, but on Dec. 4 it will house the Holiday Stroll. 


Theroux reminded residents 
that it’s critical to support local 
businesses all year round. 

“For a lot of us, COVID has 
highlighted the resiliency and cre- 
ativity that comes from our local 
community. There’s everything 
from curbside pickup to online 
ordering. If you are not comfort- 
able going into a store, there are 
definitely options that are very 
reflective of 2020 and the pre- 
cautions we all need to take in 
order to keep everyone safe,” said 
Theroux. 

Theroux further advocated 
for local small business own- 
ers, noting that they’ve gone to 
great lengths to follow protocol 


Cannabis . 
Confid 


with 
eCnce. 


alielaeli WARE 


ADULT-USE CANNABIS DISPENSARY 


124 West St, Ware, MA 


curaleaf.com | 413.277.0873 


and preserve safety. She feels as 
though the designs of most small 
businesses favor the well-being of 
customers. 

“Small businesses are able to 
keep their customers safe,” she 
said. “They’re typically smaller 
stores so they’re able to clean and 
disinfect more thoroughly. The 
dressing rooms are monitored dif- 
ferently than some of the larger 
stores so really all the safeguards 
that we’ve come to associate with 
COVID-19 are in place to poten- 
tially even a greater degree in 
your local, smaller businesses.” 

More information on Chamber 
events can be found at shgcham- 
ber.com. 


Please Consume Responsibly | For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of children. | There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. 
Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of Edible 
Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 
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TREE LIGHTING - from page 1 


turn on the lights, but events and activities 
are just beginnings, according to Winter 
Light Night Lead Trista Hevey. 

“Most of the activities are throughout the 
month,” Hevey said. “We wanted to give 
people more time to do things while pro- 
moting similar events in town.” 

Despite the fact events will be from home 
this year, the kickoff began last Saturday 
with the lighting of the tree, snowflakes and 
stars around the Town Common. 

Hevey said the tree on the common serves 
as a memorial during the Belchertown Fair. 
This year, she feels it’s taken on that mean- 
ing and more. 

“During the town fair, you can hang up 
an ornament in honor of a loved one as a 
memorial and there is a collection of pre- 
vious ornaments,’ Hevey said. “The tree 
represents hope and community. I hope 
that’s what people think of when they see 
the lights.” 

The event wouldn’t be possible without 
the help of town departments, volunteers 
and residents who help to their part — wheth- 
er it be hanging up lights or making the nut- 
crackers that adorn the bandstand. 

“There are a lot of people who come 
together behind the scenes to make this 
(event) happen,’ Hevey said. “The most 
exciting part is bringing people together, not 
physically though, to make this what it is, 
especially this year.” 

She said for those who want to find 
out more about the programming, the 
Belchertown Cultural Council and Facebook 
page have information on each upcoming 
event. 

BCC’s scavenger hunt 

You will need a cell phone to take photos/ 
videos to send proof of your stops along the 
way. 

Please register your team by Thursday, 
Dec. 3 at 4 p.m. Teams must be part of the 
same household such as families or room- 
mates. 

Stops and clues will be sent to email 
addresses listed on the team form submis- 
sion by 6 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 4 when the 
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Fruit & Specialty Gift Baskets 





Wine Baskets «Gourmet Chocolates. ! 
Homemade Fudge « Chocolate Platters 


Cookie Platters « And more! 


LOCAL DELIVERY & 
SHIPPING Nationwide 
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Along with Belchertown Cultural Council volunteers and Belchertown Community Television managers, 


the Winter Light Night went virtual this year. 


scavenger hunt begins. Teams will have 
until 6 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 6 to submit 
all photos to be considered as part of the 
contest. 

There will be a few small prizes and brag- 
ging rights, but most of all fun for all! 

Go to https://belchertownculturalcouncil. 
com/event/scavenger-hunt/ to register. 


Stuff a cruiser 
Belchertown Police Department will be 
holding a “stuff a cruiser” toy drive one-day 
event on Saturday, Dec. 5 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Belchertown Police Station, 70 
State Street. 
Donate new, unwrapped toys for chil- 
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at the CORNER OF RTE. 116 & Bay RD. 
South Amherst, MA 01002 
(413) 253-9528 
wWww.atkinsfarms.com 


Please call to order or order online, « Shipping orders must be received by December Sth. 


dren ages 6 to 14. Suggested items include 
Legos, board games, arts and crafts sup- 
plies, sports equipment, sleds and educa- 
tional toys. Hats, mittens/gloves, and 
scarves are also being accepted. 

Toys will be donated to local children. 

Due to COVID-19 this will be an out- 
side-only event. Masks must be worn and 
social distancing practiced. 

Gingerbread house competition 

Open for applications — go to https:// 
forms.gle/DNCUwcCfBGbUUTBT9 

To be eligible, complete and submit the 
entry form by Dec. 5 to officially join the 
contest. Then supply a video tutorial or pho- 
tos of your entry via email to lightnight@ 


PHOTOS BY MELINA BOURDEAU 
Winter Light Night Lead for the Belchertown 
Cultural Council, Trista Hevey gave a message 
to people watching the virtual count down last 
weekend. 


blow up the lawn snow-globes and put rein- 
deer on the roof for our first drive-by holi- 
day contest. 

The deadline to register is Wednesday, 
Dec. 16 at 12 p.m. (This gives the 
Selectboard time to map a route for Friday’s 
judging.) 

Registration is free and a chance to win. 
Gifts donated by our local businesses will 
be awarded to winners in each of the three 
categories: 

¢ Classic (old fashion holiday theme) 

e Show Stopper (biggest and brightest) 

¢ Best Storyline/theme (one specific 
theme) 

Participation rules: You must reside in 
Belchertown to be eligible. You will be 
required to choose which category you 
would like your house judged on. Lights/ 
decor must be visible from the street. To 
ensure your lights are turned on, we will 
send a friendly reminder prior to judging. 

Judging will occur on Friday, Dec. 
18, starting at 5 p.m. The Belchertown 
Selectboard will be judging this contest. 

Go to https://belchertownrec.com/info/ 
activities/default.aspx?type=activities and 
go to Holiday Contest to register. 

Artisan fair 


belchertownculturalcouncil.com by Dec. 12 
for official voting online. 
Voting is open from Dec. 13 to 23 and 
winners announced on Dec. 24. 
Belchertown Recreation Department’s 
drive-by holiday contest 
Spending time at home? Do you love dec- 
orating for the holidays? String the lights, 


Getting together local artisans, crafters 
and small businesses alike in one place, peo- 
ple can shop on the online at the artisan fair 
until Dec. 18. 

Go to https://belchertownculturalcouncil. 
com/event/2020-winter-light-night-artisan- 
fair/. 
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Lights around the common were illuminated beginning Saturday and will last throughout the holiday 
season. 


Acres of Beautiful Live Christmas Trees 


222 Upper Moss Hill Rd. 
Russell, MA 01071 
413-862-3815 


Find us on Facebook 
at Moss Hill Tree Farm 


MOss HILL 
TREE FARM 


Since 1956 


The Mason Family Open Dawn fo Dark 


until Christmas 


SELECT & CUT-YOUR-OWN 


Live Spruces ° Balsam ° Frazier * Concolor Firs 
$25 - $50 All Sizes up to 16 feet 
Two Trees for $60 ~ Bring a Friend ~ Some Pre-Cut 


On Weekends We Offer FREE: 


Warming Fires * Helpers Loaner Saws * Evergreen Boughs 
Please Be COVID Safe / Bring In This Ad for 10% Off 
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— SENIORS 


Belchertown Council on Aging December update 


STAFF REPORT 


BELCHERTOWN -— Time has flown by 
for the members of the council on aging 
while they continue to do their best to offer 
aS many programs and opportunities to 
visit safely as possible. 

As attention turns to holidays and year’s 
end, knowing that things are so different 
this year, members of the council on aging 
urge seniors to reach out. Whether to pass 
the time with puzzle loans or offer extra 
company through iPad loans and instruc- 
tions how to join virtual classes, or just a 
call for some conversation — staff at the 
Belchertown Senior Center want seniors to 
reach out. 


Keep an eye out on social media 

Keep an eye out on Facebook for the 
Belchertown Senior Center Friends group 
(aka the Facebook page for our fundraising 
group the BSCCA) for postings of items 
that can be purchased and picked up at the 
Center, just in time for holiday gift giving. 
Have a special request? Let staff know, 
Call Katy and she can put you in touch 
with an Association member who can help. 


Thank you 

Thank you to LePage Financial Group 
for their very generous donation of 200 
turkey dinners that were shared within 
the Belchertown community. Their gen- 
erosity does not go unnoticed and some 
of the recipients of sides to accompany 
their meals or in some cases, entire dinners 
thanks to their kindness. 

Interested in what may be in store for 


December? Holiday meals or sides may 
be available, reach out to Katy to find out 
more. 

Declutter group 

Are the holidays looking a bit differ- 
ent this year? Spending more time in your 
house and noticing the piles of clutter that 
you just aren’t sure what to do with? Know 
you should really go through those old 
photos but don’t what to do with them 
then? This holiday season, spend some 
time giving yourself the gift of organized 
space which leads to peace of mind and a 
relaxing home. 

Join the declutter group by professional 
organizer Becky Martin via Zoom on the 
first Friday of every month at 10 a.m. to 
learn new ways to manage everyday clut- 
ter and those items that you really don’t 
want to keep any more but just can’t seem 
to let go. This month on Dec. 4, listen in 
to special guest Marie Ciosek, owner of 
Photosynthesis who will give practical 
options and solutions to help address your 
collection of photos. 

Please join in and remember - you are 
welcome to call and just listen in or join 
the discussion by phone or join via a com- 
puter, smart phone, or tablet. Call or email 
Katy for an invitation to join. 


Cookies, cocoa and company! 
Thanks to the folks at Christopher 
Heights of Belchertown, the COA will be 
offering drive through cocoa and cookies 
on Thursday Dec. 3 from 10 to 11 a.m. 
They’ll have enough for 100 people so 
please come by and say hi. 


WHY CHOOSE JIM POTTER? 
Jim Will Help Buy or Sell Your Home! 





Your 
“Home” Town 
Realtor 


JIM 
POTTER 
413-221-5230 


jimpotter @jonesrealtors.com 
jimpotterrealestate.com 


45 North Main St. 








Top Selling Multi Million Dollar 
Sales Agent for 12 Years 


e 28 Sold Transactions for 2016 

e 28 Sold Transactions for 2017 

e 32 Sold Transactions for 2018 

e Buying or Selling, you won’t be 
disappointed with my service. 

e You ll Get Personal Attention from 
ME from Start To Finish 


aeons *°1°°7 @ NO TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED 


Attention: 


Please respect this closure as it is meant to avoid interfering 
with the State Hunting season and is a mandatory 
requirement of some of our large landowners. 


Thanks, 


The Mill Valley Snowmobile Club of Belchertown 


Schedule of events and resources 

Amherst Survival Center mobile food 
pantry: third Wednesday of the month from 
3 to 4 p.m. 

Brown bag: second Friday from 9 to 11 
a.m. 

Decluttering group: first Friday 10 a.m. 
via Zoom 

Foot care: second Monday of the month 
by appt. 

Meditation: first Wednesday of the 
month at | p.m. via Zoom 

Healthy bones and balance: go online to 
https://youtu.be/Gs3GFI8hnzs 


December meals 
Dec. | — Philly cheese steak 
Dec. 2 — Pork chop 
Dec. 3 — Pot roast 
Dec. 4 — Potato pollock 
Dec. 7 — Veggie bean soup 
Dec. 8 — Chicken Dijon 
Dec. 9 — Broccoli quiche 
Dec. 10 — Stuffed shells 
Dec. 11 — Meatloaf 
Dec. 14 — Swedish meatballs 
Dec. 15 — Chicken pot pie 
Dec. 16 — Ravioli 
Dec. 17 — Roast beef 
Dec. 18 — Chicken cordon bleu 
Dec. 21 — Turkey a la king 
Dec. 22 — American chop suey 
Dec. 23 — Roast pork 
Dec. 24 — Chicken and gravy 
Dec. 25 — Closed 
Dec. 28 — Baked macaroni 
Dec. 29 — Alaskan breaded pollock 
Dec. 30 — Fettuccini alfredo 
Dec. 31 — Hot dog 


Lawnmowers 
_ Starting at $269.00 


ry 


OTHER GIFTS 
FROM 
. BOYDEN & 
) PERRON 


( e Helmet © Chaps 
. e Deluxe Equipment Covers 
Starting at $43.00 
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e Toro Ultra Electric 
Blower/Vac $59.99 
e Gift Certificates in all 


~ Denominations! 
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e Toro Electric Trimmers $49.99 


Baystate Health 
suidelines amid 


increase in 
COVID-19 cases 


SPRINGFIELD — In response to ris- 
ing COVID-19 cases in the communi- 
ty, Baystate Health — for the safety of 
patients, caregivers and visitors — 1s insti- 
tuting on Wednesday, Nov. 18 a fluid new 
visitor policy based on the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health’s tiered 
guidelines for the health and safety of 
patients, caregivers and visitors. 

The tiers — also referred to as zones — 
are based on the number of COVID-19 
positive patients in a city or town and 
how prevalent the virus is. Red zones 
are considered at the highest risk for 
COVID-19 followed in decreasing risk 
by yellow, green and gray zones. 

Baystate Medical Center/ 
Baystate Children’s Hospital in 
Springfield, Baystate Noble Hospital in 
Westfield, and Baystate Wing Hospital in 
Palmer at this time are in the “red 
zone” and will allow no patient visi- 
tors. Baystate Franklin Medical Center in 
Greenfield is in the “green zone” and will 
allow one visitor. 

The numbers will be reviewed week- 
ly and the visitor policy may change in 
accordance with risk levels and the prev- 
alence of the virus. 

Exceptions to the visitor policy at 
all hospitals, with numbers of persons 
depending upon what zone the hospital is 
in at the time, include: 

e Parent/guardian for COVID-19 posi- 
tive and negative children 

e Support person for labor, delivery 
and duration of hospital stay 

¢ Hospice/end-of-life or for life-chang- 


See GUIDELINES, page 13 = 
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Leaf Blowers Starting 
at $149.99 
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Chain Saws 
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Generator Inverter 
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Chestnut Hill students share recipes 


BELCHERTOWN - Sharing everything 
from their favorite dessert to classic gravy, 
students at Chestnut Hill Community School 
made recipes formatted using Google doc- 
uments. 

With the help of Chestnut Hill 
Community School Library/Media 


Pumpkin Cake 
Roll 





COOK 13 minutes 


SERVINGS 14 servings 
Step 1 


Specialist, the recipes included photos and 
all the information needed to replicate the 
foods. 

Fourth grader, Maeve Donah, shared why 
she chose a pumpkin cake roll recipe. 

“IT chose a dessert for my recipe 
assignment because my favorite part of 


1/4 cup powdered sugar (to sprinkle 

on towel) 

3/4 cup all-purpose flour 

1/2 teaspoon baking powder 

1/2 teaspoon baking soda 

1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

1/2 teaspoon ground cloves 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

3 large eggs 

1 cup granulated sugar 

73 Cup libby’s 100% pure pumpkin 

1 cup walnuts, chopped (optional) 

1 package (8 ounces) cream 

cheese, at room temperature 

1 cup powdered sugar, sifted 

e 6 tablespoons butter or margarine, 
softened 

e 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

e Powdered sugar (optional for 

decoration) 


Ready in 35 min 


Serves 4 


257 calories 


You may want to have a electric beater 


Preheat oven to 375° F. Grease 15 x 10-inch 
jelly-roll pan; line with wax paper. Grease and 
flour paper. Sprinkle a thin, cotton kitchen 
towel with 1/4 cup powdered sugar. 








“LIBBY'S Pumpkin Roll.” Very Best Baking, 2016, 
https://www.verybestbaking.com/libbys/recipes/ 


Step 2 





libby-s-pumpkin-roll/. Accessed 12 November 
2020. 


Combine flour, baking powder, baking soda, 
cinnamon, cloves and salt in a small bowl. Beat 


Thanksgiving is dessert,’ she wrote. “I 
looked for a recipe online that had pump- 
kin in it since my grandmother makes my 
favorite fall dessert, pumpkin chocolate chip 
cookies. I chose the pumpkin roll because 
it sounded delicious and I thought it was a 
perfect recipe for my mom and I to make.” 


e 2 pounds baking potatoes, peeled 
and quartered 

e 2 tablespoons butter 

e | cup milk 


e salt and pepper to taste 


Step 1: Bring a pot of salted water to a 
boil. Add potatoes and cook until 
tender but still firm, about 15 minutes; 
drain. 


Step 2: In a small saucepan heat butter 
and milk over low heat until butter is 
melted. Using a potato masher or 
electric beater, slowly blend milk 
mixture into potatoes until smooth and 
creamy. Season with salt and pepper to 
taste. 


Belchertown meals 
program menu 


For the week of Dec. 7 to 11 
Note: Tuesday through Thursday are 
small meal kit items 
Monday 
Cohort A: Breakfast: mini waffles, 
fruit; Lunch: hot dog, fries, fruit 


Tuesday 
(curbside meal kit pickup, only 
Belchertown High School, 
Il a.m. to I p.m.) 
Cohort A: Breakfast: cereal bar, 
yogurt, fruit; Lunch: cheese pizza, 
Caesar salad, school baked cookie 


Wednesday 
Remote learning day, no in school 
meals 


Thursday 
Cohort B: Breakfast: cereal, cheese 
stick, 100% juice; Lunch: chicken patty 
on a bun, mixed vegetables, sidekicks 
fruit smoothie 


Friday (Small meal kits come 
home and orders due today) 
Cohort B: Breakfast: muffin, fruit; 
Lunch: munchie basket mozzarella 
sticks, chicken nuggets and tater tots 
with marinara, dinner roll 


Note: Pre-k and Kindergarten will 
offer a daily in-school alternative 
choice: Muffin, yogurt, vegetable, fruit, 
and milk 

Grades | though 6 will offer a daily 
in-school alternate choice: Sunbutter 
and Jelly sandwich, vegetable, fruit and 
milk 

Grades 7 to 12 will offer daily 
in-school alternative choices: pizza sta- 
tion, deli bar and pre-made salads 


eggs and granulated sugar in a large mixer 
bowl until thick. Beat in pumpkin. Stir in flour 


Recipes 
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Enter online to win one of (2) $500 gift baskets! 
thevillagecommons.com/enter 


17 College Street, South Hadley ¢ (413) 532-3600 
Located at the corner of Routes 116 & 47 
thevillagecommons.com 


THE FIRE PLACE 


fintéf 106 State Road (Rtes 5 & 10), Whately, MA 
fallations! § 443-397-3463 « thefireplacema.com 
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— EDUCATION 


Co 


Local student named to 
the Dean's List at MCPHS 


Universi 

BOSTON — MCPHS University is 
pleased to announce the students who 
have been named to the Dean’s List for 
the Summer 2020 semester: 

e Christina Pellerin is a native of 
Amherst, and is pursuing a Doctor 
of Pharmacy degree in the Doctor of 
Pharmacy-Accelerated academic pro- 
gram. Christina will graduate from the 
Worcester, Massachusetts campus in 
2022. 

The Dean’s List recognizes those stu- 
dents with a full-time course load who 
have achieved outstanding scholarship 
with a 3.5 GPA or higher for the aca- 
demic term. 

The mission of MCPHS University is 
to prepare graduates to advance health 
and serve communities worldwide 
through excellence, innovation, and col- 
laboration in teaching, practice, schol- 
arship, and research. Founded in 1823, 
MCPHS University is the oldest insti- 
tution of higher education in the City 
of Boston. In addition to the original 
Boston campus, the University has cam- 
puses in Worcester, Massachusetts, and 
Manchester, New Hampshire, as well 
as robust online learning options. The 
University currently offers more than 
100 unique baccalaureate, masters, and 
doctoral degree programs and certifi- 
cates covering a variety of health-related 
fields and professions. 


Students named to Champlain 


College Deans List 

BURLINGTON, VT — The follow- 
ing students have been named to the 
Champlain College Dean’s List for 
achieving a grade point average of 3.5 
or higher in the Spring 2020 semester. 

Charles Floquet of Amherst, major- 
ing 1n Computer Networking & 
Cybersecurity 

[an Juarez of Belchertown, majoring 
in Creative Media 

Morgan Miller of Amherst, majoring 
in Game Art and Animation 





Making the Dean’s List is a tremen- 
dous achievement in any year, and the 
global pandemic added unprecedented 
challenges for all of the students who 
often juggle academics with many other 
responsibilities. 


Students named to dean's 


list at Bates College 

LEWISTON, ME -— The follow- 
ing students have been named to the 
dean’s list at Bates College for the fall 
semester ending in [December 2019]. 
This is a distinction earned by students 
whose cumulative grade point average 
is 3.8 or higher. Though we have been 
delayed in sharing this news due to our 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
please know that our pride in our stu- 
dents who reached this high level of aca- 
demic achievement is as strong as ever. 
Congratulations to the 572 students on 
our Dean’s List! 

Liza Dubinsky of Amherst, a 2018 
graduate of Amherst Regional High 
School. Dubinsky, the child of Leslie 
Dubinsky and Carol Ranzel-Wallace of 
Amherst, Mass., is a sophomore major- 
ing in mathematics and environmental 
studies at Bates. 

Caleb Ireland of Amherst, a 2019 
graduate of Amherst Regional High 
School. Ireland, the child of Michael K. 
Ireland and Ruth Loescher Ireland of 
Amherst, Mass., is a first-year at Bates. 

Located in Lewiston, Maine, Bates is 
internationally recognized as a leading 
liberal arts college, attracting 2,000 stu- 
dents from across the U.S. and around 
the world. Since 1855, Bates has been 
dedicated to educating the whole person 
through creative and rigorous scholar- 
ship in a collaborative residential com- 
munity. Committed to opportunity and 
excellence, Bates has always admitted 
students without regard to gender, race, 
religion, or national origin. Cultivating 
intellectual discovery and informed 
civic action, Bates prepares leaders sus- 
tained by a love of learning and zeal 
for responsible stewardship of the wider 
world. 
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Little Friends 
Child Care Center 
58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 
Caring for Children 1 2mos. - 9 years 
Full day, before and 
after school programs 
morning preschool program 


413-323-8447 


Lic. # 509640 littlefriends39.com 


SEPTIC 
PUMPING 


e pumping 

e new installation 
e repairs 

e Title 5 inspection 


on flee 
C Septic Service LLC 


Jason Lafleur David Kibbe 


413-323-4327 


Year Round <& 
Enrollment 


Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations 
Used Cars e Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender 
Repair ¢ Painting 


REECE 
AUTO BODY 


323-6664 
FREE ESTIMATES 
O) fos) e)alaleji(-\cemmcer=te. 


Belchertown 
Visa-Mastercard Accepted 


= SWIFT RIVER = 


HEATING & OIL COMPANY 


Sheet Metal Fabrication 
Is Our Specialty 
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery 
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service 
¢ Replacement of Furnaces 
& Boilers 
¢ New Construction 
& Renovations 
¢ New Customer Discounts 


413-323-4123 
221 N. Liberty * Belchertown 


Students share gratitude assignment 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN — While reading “The 
Outsiders,” Jabish Brook Middle School 
eighth graders in Jennifer Poli’s class were 
asked to write about three things they were 
grateful for. 

From friends and family to apps and web- 
sites, students shared their reasons for being 
grateful, especially during a pandemic. 

Students Madyson Burns, Fallon Clancy 
and Juliana Dragon shared the three things 
for which they were grateful. 

Burns said she is grateful for her guitar, 
music and her sketchpad. 

Referencing music and playing guitar, 
Burns said playing guitar helps to calm her 
down. 

“1’m grateful for music because music 
seems to open up a world of less problems 
and less stress. Music is my way to escape 
all of the bad things in the world that every- 
body is worrying about these days,” wrote 
Burns said. “Without music, life would be 
really stressful and I’d have nowhere to 
escape to. So music has really helped me a 
lot. Last, but certainly not least, ’m grateful 
for my sketchpad...The vast majority of 
what’s in my sketchpad is the same band 
logo that ve drawn over and over again, 
but I do have some made up characters 
drawn in it.” 

Family, friends and education are three 
things Clancy is grateful for. 

“Some of these reasons are they are 
always there for me, they care for me and 
make sure I’m okay, they make me laugh, 
and they support me,’ Clancy said. “They 
help me when I need it and always encour- 


age me to do my best. I am very grateful for 
all the things they do for me, and I do not 
know what I would do without them.” 

Clancy added that “my friends always 
have my back and will be there for me 
whenever I need them. Hanging out with 
my friends makes me really happy and is 
always really fun. They are super loving and 
caring and always know what to say.” 

Lastly, Clancy said education is some- 
thing to be grateful for because “I get to 
have a good education and go to a good 
school. My education plays a very big and 
important role and will help me succeed 
later in life.” 

Similarly, Dragon wrote she was grateful 
for her family, friends and shelter. 

She wrote she is grateful to her family 
because they take care of her and care about 
her. 

“They take care of me when I’m sick or 
when I need to talk. My family likes me for 
who I am. No one knows me better than my 
family, we’re one big group together,’ wrote 
Dragon. 

Her friends support her and “pick (her) up 
when (she) falls down.” 

“If I'm having a hard time my friends 
will make that day the best day. Lastly, my 
friends are always there to remind me I’m 
good enough as I am,” she wrote. 

She said she’s grateful for her home for 
all it provides. 

“I have a good food supply with many 
options. I have a nice bed to sleep on. I have 
water in my house to drink,” Dragon wrote. 
“T have a roof over my head so I can stay 
warm in the winter or not get wet in the 
rain. My house is a safe place I feel com- 
fortable in.” 





GUIDELINES : from page 11 


ing diagnosis 

e Support person for patients with disabil- 
ities. 

If in a zone that allows visitation, the 
hours continue to be daily from noon to 8 
p.m. 

Baystate Medical Practices and Baystate 
Health Centers are also following a tiered 
guideline based on the region’s risk level. 

Additionally, with the recent increase 
of COVID-19 cases in the community, 
Baystate Health is transitioning patient care 





BUSINESS 
CONNECTIO 


STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 
Has All Your Fall Needs! 


Lawn & Garden, Great Lines of Paint & All the Necessities 
Weber Grills Assembled & Delivered 
The Best Flashlights on the Streets “Nebo Brand” 
Window & Screen Fixes & Glazed ¢ UPS Mailing & Packaging 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA 


OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 to 6 ¢ SATURDAY 8 to 4, SUNDAY 10am to 4pm 


328-4521 Sane 


HARDWARE 


PD i S 1 i 
SALES & REPAIRS 
Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ¢ Snow Plow « Sanders 


DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER? 
Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts! 


Amherst Welding, Inc. 
(413) 253-4867 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 


Grease Monkey 3-Pack 

Value Utility Gloves 

(L) #763-1340, (XL) #763-1341 

e Breathable and reliable protection 

e Touchscreen compatible 

e 4-way stretch spandex for all day comfort 

e Synthetic palm and padded knuckles 
provide extended protection 

e Machine washable 


appointments to virtual visits (telehealth or 
video) whenever applicable. 

In place of in-person visits, Baystate 
Health supports and encourages keeping 
connected — especially during the holidays 
when wanting to stay in touch with fami- 
ly and friends in the hospital — the use of 
virtual visits through technology such as 
iPhones, iPads and other devices. 

For an up-to-date listing of visitor pol- 
icies at all Baystate Health hospitals and 
outpatient sites throughout Franklin, 
Hampshire and Hampden counties, 
visit BaystateHealth.org/COVID19. 
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Slate * Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing * Snow Removal 
Tel. 413-283-4395 ¢ Cell 413-237-9434 | 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 
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12 community newspapers 


|| Turley®, 
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Publications, Inc. 


Call Maureen McGarrett 
at 413-283-8393 
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mmcgarrett@turley.com 
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— OBITUARIES 


The Sentinel 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 


Death Notice listing 


the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 


Kale. 


funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 


and must be pre-paid. Home. 





Elisabeth Hooten 


GRANBY - Elisabeth Elsa Maria 
Hooten, 91, passed away in the care of 
her family on Oct. 24, 2020 at her home 
of 60 years, in which she raised her seven 
children. 

She was born on March 2, 
1929 in Offenbach a/M, West 
Germany to Adam Friedrich and 
Elisabeth (Jaeger) Creter. 

Elisabeth had many interests 
and passions and was a voracious 
reader. She was an autodidact 
and was knowledgeable in a wide 
range of subjects both spiritual 
and temporal. She loved nature 
and gardening and hiking in the 
woods. She felt kinship to animals of all 
kinds and was a long-standing supporter of 
many animal rescue organizations. In her 
later years, Elisabeth took great pleasure 
in being with her two constant and dear 
companions, her miniature pinschers Lucy 
and Lola. 

Elisabeth worked hard during her life. 
She spent many years waitressing, which 
she enjoyed very much. She spent many 
years in retail as a sales associate at Zales 
and then manager at Furnari Jewelers, 
where she was valued for her extensive 
knowledge of gems and semi-precious 
stones. Her knowledge of and love for 
antiques and collectibles led her to open 


elals|r s|i|o 


eit lelelr MA uBR s [allo 
sjaisle(R Mm! POMC tala 

GBBG8. BAD ABE 
eile 


DoS 


anc 

sale 
AlalH MMT alalolelals 
Alejule/wjolujsirje|a 

oli |slalrirlaly|s 
BlalclH MM alc (7 MMs/a eli [w 


Alc] Hie. 
s|clolwMe ain 
ejale BBO sit 


Linda L. Couture 
Died Nov. 23, 2020 








xo 
Nialslals. 


tlele Mm cirlali ie 


DEATH NOTICES 


Elisabeth Elsa Maria 
Hooten 
Died Oct. 24, 2020 


Dennis Gosselin 
Died Nov. 21, 2020 


Linda Couture 


BELCHERTOWN - Linda L. Couture, 68, passed away 
at home on Nov. 23, 2020. 


She was born on April 5, 1952 in 
Holyoke to Edmond Jr and Florence 
(Guilbault) Couture. 

Linda grew up in Granby and has 
lived in Belchertown for 30 years. 

She retired from the former 
Belchertown State School where she 
worked as a_ registered nurse for 
many years. 

She will be deeply missed by her 
son, David Couture and his wife 
Katrina and her three precious grand- 


children who meant the world to her, Kaden, Kaia and 


Linda’s biggest joy in life was spoiling her loved ones 
and doing for others. She will also be missed by her sib- 
lings, Diane Nutting (Jonathan) of Belchertown, Rose 
Phoenix of Belchertown, Fran Couture (Sue) of Chicopee, 
Pauline Gerken of TX, Rena Ducharme of Granby and 
Ernest Couture of Ludlow. Besides her parents she was 
predeceased by 14 siblings. 

Calling hours were held on Sunday, Nov. 29, 2020 from 
3 to 5 p.m. at the Beers & Story Belchertown Funeral 


For more information, please visit www.beersandstory.com 


a gift store in Granby, and later to have 
a very successful enterprise on eBay. 
Her last job before retirement was as the 
office manager at Kulig Oil Company in 
Chicopee. 

Elisabeth was preceded in 
death by her significant other, 
George Gleim of South Hadley. 
Elisabeth leaves behind her 
daughter Dhulkti Springhawk 
Bartoloni and her husband Mark; 
her son John Hooten and his 
fiancee Ellen Pollock; her son 
Jacques Hooten and his wife 
Sandra; her son Jeffrey Hooten 
and his wife Sally; her son Jerry 
Hooten; her son Jay Hooten; and her son 
Jan Hooten and his wife Minako. In addi- 
tion, Elisabeth leaves behind her grandchil- 
dren: Angelique, Micheal Sean, Nathan, 
Rihana, Justin, Seth, Ashley, Alicia, Juliet, 
Evan, Mason, Emmalyn, and Gabrielle, 
and her great-grandchildren Sophie, 
Joshua, Nick, Jared, Brandon, Connor, 
Avery, Ethan, Landon, Hunter, Breana, 
Ava, Alyssa, and Brooks. Elisabeth will be 
missed by many. 

Elisabeth’s final wishes included cre- 
mation, and family members will gather 
privately to remember her as she was in life 
and spirit, and return her ashes to the earth 
from which she came. 


cae |IMOTICE 
ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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Dennis Gosselin 


BELCHERTOWN-Dennis Gosselin, 68, 
entered into eternal rest on Nov. 21, 2020, 
at home surrounded by the love and sup- 
port of his family after a long, but so cou- 
rageous battle with glioblastoma. 

Born on July 10, 1952, in Holyoke, 
Dennis was the son of the late Donald 


Gosselin. He was raised in 
Chicopee and was a gradu- 
ate of Cathedral High School 
and Springfield Technical 
Community College. 

After he married the love of 
his life, Joanne, in 1976, they 
built a house in Belchertown 
and never left. As a man who 
always loved to work with his 
hands and had such an inher- 
ent engineering talent, Dennis found his 
calling as a Master Electrician. He was 
employed by Texon, Inc. in Russell as the 
Plant Electrical Engineer for 25 years. 

In 2004, Dennis decided to become 
self-employed and he opened Dennis 
Gosselin Electrical. Before long, he had 
a thriving business due to his expertise in 
his field, his reputation for being depend- 
able and trustworthy and his congenial 
nature, and he never had to advertise for 
business again. He took great pride in 
knowing his “word of mouth” reputation 
was far reaching. 

Dennis was a friendly man who could 
talk to you about anything and everything. 
He was funny, kind and lent a helping 
hand in any way he could and he enjoyed 
many interests in life. Among them was 
riding his motorcycle with his brother and 
cousin, playing tennis, working out, brew- 
ing excellent beer, playing guitar with the 
“basement boys” and spending time at his 
work bench building and inventing, but 
most of all he loved just being with his 
family. 

He enjoyed many family trips to Aruba, 
Maine and the Rhode Island shore. 

Dennis is survived by his devoted wife 
of 44 years, Joanne (Roy) Gosselin, who 
he deeply loved. He also leaves behind 
his children, Jillian Gould and her hus- 
band Scott, and Laura Pinsonnault and her 
husband, P.J. Dennis’ love for “his girls” 
was profound. He was always so proud 
of them and they brought him constant 


COVID RELIEF - from page 4 


Kennealy. “We appreciate the partnership 


of the Legislature in moving this funding 
forward, and applaud the work of so many 
organizations across the state helping peo- 
ple to access critical aid.” 

The Community Foundation Grant 
awards continue the administration’s 
efforts to support the individuals and fam- 
ilies who have been hit especially hard 
during the pandemic, and are part of 
Partnerships for Recovery, the compre- 
hensive plan to stabilize and grow the 
commonwealth’s economy. These one- 
time grants to community organizations 
range from $200,000 to nearly $1.7 mil- 
lion. Each foundation will re-grant pro- 
gram funds to local or regional commu- 
nity-based organizations that have the 
capacity to efficiently provide immediate 
relief and support for individuals and fam- 
ilies. 

The Community Foundations Grant 
Program for COVID-19 Relief was autho- 
rized under Chapter 124 of the Acts of 
2020 (Supplemental Budget), to grant $10 
million in funds to eligible Community 
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joy. He also leaves behind four beauti- 
ful grandchildren, Gavin Dennis Gould, 
Delainey Gould, Scarlett Pinsonnault and 
Elena Pinsonnault, who loved their Pepere 
so much because he showered them with 
his love and attention. 

Dennis was always so pleased that his 


Gosselin and Jeanne (Hetu) (=p grandchildren made such a big 


deal of him when he entered a 
room and at the end of the day it 
was their Pepere who they want- 
ed to rock them to sleep or read 
them a book. Dennis also leaves 
behind his very loving, support- 
ive siblings Robert Gosselin 
and his wife, Denise, and Gail 
Serre, and her husband, Robert 
and his beloved sisters-in-law 
Christine Wallin and Christine 
Roy. He also leaves behind special niec- 
es and nephews, Michael (Jennifer) Roy, 
Kimberly (Jeff) King, Matthew Roy, 
William (Meghan) Wallin, Heather (Sam) 
Walker, and Richard (Allyson) Gosselin, 
and several cousins, including Arthur 
Moreau who was a second brother to him, 
and his wife Sue and son, Bryan. Last but 
not least, he leaves many close friends, 
who he enjoyed so much and had been a 
source of support to him especially over 
the last couple of years. In addition to his 
parents, Dennis was predeceased in death 
by his father-in-law and mother-in-law, 
Edward and Lorraine Roy, and brothers- 
in-law, Edward Roy and William Wallin. 

Funeral services for Dennis were on 
Monday, Nov. 30, 2020. Family and 
friends were asked to gather directly at 
St. Francis Church in Belchertown for a 
11 a.m. Liturgy of Christian Mass fol- 
lowed by a burial at South Cemetery in 
Belchertown. Beers & Story Belchertown 
Funeral Home has been entrusted with the 
arrangements. 

To view a tribute video in honor of 
Dennis’ life or to share a memory, please 
visit www.beersandstory.com. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a 
donation in Dennis’ memory to The Adult 
Brain Tumor Research Fund, c/o Dr. 
Patrick Wen, Center for Neuro-Oncology 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 450 
Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215. 
Better treatments need to be found for this 
horrible disease. 


Foundations for immediate COVID-19- 
related needs. Applications were eval- 
uated based on both the Community 
Foundation’s history of funded activi- 
ties and proposed activities to serve the 
intended populations, and allocations 
were based on a formula determined 
by the demographics identified in the 
Supplemental Budget language. The pro- 
gram is administered by the Executive 
Office of Housing and Economic 
Development and the Department of 
Housing and Community Development. 

In May 2020, the Baker-Polito 
Administration created a new Food 
Security Infrastructure Grant Program 
as part of a $56 million investment to 
combat urgent food insecurity for some 
Massachusetts families and individuals 
as a result of COVID-19. To date, the 
Administration has awarded over $17.7 
million in grants through four rounds of 
funding, ensuring that Massachusetts’ 
farmers, fishermen and other local food 
producers are better connected to a strong, 
resilient food system to help mitigate 
future food supply and distribution dis- 
ruption. 


Aynpalhy loral Srangements 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


Cemetery Memorials + Markers 


Granite Benches 


Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display 
— RAY HALUCH INC. — 


Ludlow, MA ! 583-6508 
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SPORTS 
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www.sports.turley.com 


Orioles defeat Tigers in final game 


SOUTH HADLEY - In their second matchup in 
five days earlier this month, Belchertown field hock- 
ey scored a huge win to conclude the fall season, 
defeating host South Hadley 1-0 on Nov. 10. Abigail 
Olden had the only goal of the game while Abigail 
Rothstein made seven saves for the shutout. 


WRESTLING 





Wrestling to be played 
in spring season 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - First it was outdoor 
“indoor” track, now could wres- 
tling be moving outdoors? 

Rather than cancel the high 
school wrestling season, the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association has voted 
to move wrestling to the spring 
season. 

A “bubble” was placed 
between the winter and spring 
seasons to account for sports that 
were either shut down, or in the 
case of football and cheerleading, 
sports that were deemed high-risk 
to play during the ongoing coro- 
navirus pandemic. 

While there is optimism some 
restrictions will lift as the vaccine 
rolls out in the next few months, 
the MIAA is operating as through 
the pandemic conditions exist 
until they are otherwise guid- 
ed by the state Department 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs. The EEA has been issu- 
ing the guidance high schools 
have been operating with. The 
guidance has included modified 
rules and protocols utilized to 
help keep students healthy while 
also remaining on the athletic 
fields. 

The EEA has advised against 
wrestling during the winter sea- 
son due to the sport having “sus- 
tained close contact” between 
competitors. 

With football already set to be 
played during the “bubble” sea- 
son, the decision was made to 
try and have wrestling during the 
spring season. 


With school gymnasiums 
being utilized for boys volleyball 
during the spring as well as the 
temperatures rising, the idea of 
hosting wrestling meets outdoors 
has been broached. It is unclear 
how that would look and what 
conditions spring athletes will 
compete under, but it would defi- 
nitely be a first to hold wrestling 
meets outdoors. Meets typically 
take place in the center of a gym- 
nasium on hard mats. 

While it will more than like- 
ly be played during the bub- 
ble season, indoor track is also 
being talked about to be played 
outdoors due to the improving 
weather between February and 
April. 

It is otherwise unclear how 
a change in seasons will affect 
already shrinking wrestling pro- 
grams in the region. Many teams 
are having more and more trou- 
ble fielding full teams of at least 
14 wrestlers, of which each one 
can fit into every weight class. 
With wrestling being competed 
in the spring, some schools could 
lose competitors to their regular 
spring sports, including lacrosse, 
baseball, tennis, and track. There 
also could be a lack of tourna- 
ments for individual wrestlers to 
compete in depending on how the 
region reacts to the sports move- 
ment to the spring. 

There will be no winter tour- 
naments for basketball and hock- 
ey. It is unknown whether spring 
sports will have tournaments 
played. 

Wrestlers are allowed to have 
practices during the winter sea- 
son. 





LEFT: Olivia Plate connects on a free hit. 
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PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS. COM 


Saylor Reed makes a run with pressure coming. Maya Sullivan slowly dribbles up the field. 


GIRLS SOCCER 


Pioneers finally score in finale 


TIM PETERSON 
Sports Correspondent 


























PALMER—The Hampden 
Charter and Pathfinder girls soc- 
cer teams were looking to get 
into the win column for the first 
time this fall when they battled 
each other in the season finale. 

The Lady Pioneers got the job 
done with a 3-2 home victory 
over the Wolves on Nov. 16. 

“It feels very good to end 
our season on a high note,” said 
Pathfinder head coach Tom 
Dyjack. “We were able to score 
a couple of goals and our goalie 
made a couple of key saves.” 

A year ago, Pathfinder and 
Hampden Charter, which is in 
Chicopee, faced each other twice 


See PIONEERS, page 16 = 
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PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WW 
Sasha Williams follows through on a pass. 
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MIAA issues statement regarding 


status of winter sports 


FRANKLIN — The Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
(MIAA) COVID-19 Task Force rep- 
resentatives today presented winter 
sport modifications and recommenda- 
tions for the 2020-2021 season to the 
MIAA Board of Directors. 

This presentation culminated a 
two-week MIAA governance pro- 
cess which included sport-specific 
sub-committee meetings where updat- 
ed Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs (EEA) and 
current Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary (DESE) 
guidelines were reviewed. These sub- 
committees created sport-specific 
modifications and presented them to 


the full committees for approval. The 
MIAA Sports Medicine Committee 
(SMC) and ultimately the MIAA 
Covid-19 Task force subsequently 
approved the modifications. 

MIAA Executive Director Bill 
Gaine stated, “The MIAA’s mission 
can be defined by a dual prescrip- 
tion: promoting maximum participa- 
tion opportunities for the maximum 
number of student-athletes so that life 
lessons can be learned. At the same 
time, promoting the health and safety 
of all participants is the Association’s 
imperative.” 

The MIAA Board of Directors 
voted to approve sport-specif- 
ic modifications for the Winter 


Season. These modifications will 
continue to be reviewed as they relate 
to current regulations surrounding 
COVID-19 and may be modified 
if necessary. Additional modifica- 
tions or the decision to participate in 
MIAA-recognized winter sports will 
be determined by local school districts 
and/or their local Board of Health. 
You may view the Task Force presen- 
tation on the MIAA website. 

Highlights include: 

The Winter Season will have a new 
start date of December 14, 2020. 

Modifications for the sports of 


See MIAA, page 18 





PIONEERS - from page 15 


during the regular season. The Wolves 
won the first meeting, 5-0, and the 
second match-up ended in a 1-1 draw. 

The Lady Pioneers, who qualified 
for the 2019 Western Massachusetts 
Division 4 tournament with an 8-7-3 
record, normally plays against other 
vocational schools like McCann Tech, 
Sci-Tech, Putnam, and Westfield Tech 
during the regular season. 

Because of COVID-19, the Lady 
Pioneers were put into a bubble with 
seven other schools from the sur- 
rounding communities. The top fin- 
ishers in the league standings were 
Monson, Belchertown, South Hadley, 
Granby, and Palmer. 

“We just tried to do our best in 
every game this season,’ Dyjack said. 
“We do have a lot of younger play- 
ers on the team, so we should have 
a much better season next year. This 
was a very competitive game for us.” 

Prior to facing Pathfinder, 
Hampden Charter had only played 
three games against Pope Francis, 
which were all one-sided affairs. 

The only two seniors listed on the 
Pathfinder roster are Jylian Auger and 
Cierra Table, who are goalkeepers. 
Neither one of them played in the 
final game of the season. 

Sophomore Angelina Therrian 
made a total of 12 saves in her first 
varsity game as a goalie. 

“Angelina had never even played 
the position in practice, but she told 
me that she could do it,’ Dyjack said. 
“She made a couple of big saves and 
played fantastic out there.” 

The Lady Pioneers took the lead for 
the first time with about ten minutes 
remaining in the second half. 

With the score tied at 2-2, 
Pathfinder sophomore Stephanie 
Kozlick dribbled the ball between 
a couple of defenders down the left 
wing before delivering a pass into the 
box. The pass went to junior Courtney 
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Cordelia Hageman 
tries to steal the ball 
away from a Hampden 
Charter player. 


Shea, who blasted a shot into the back 
of the net past sophomore Hampden 
Charter sophomore goalie Victoria 
Fogg (8 saves). 

“Stephanie was able to work the 
ball down the field before crossing it 
into the box,” Dyjack said. “Courtney 
was able to finish the play by scoring 
her first varsity goal. It was a beauti- 
ful play.” 

Kozlick scored Pathfinder’s first 
two goals during the first half. 

“It was my first two goals of the 
season,’ Kozlick said. “We faced a 
bunch of very good teams, who aren’t 
normally in our conference. I’m glad 
that we were able to win at least one 
game.” 

Kozlick nearly recorded her first 
hat-trick of the season during the sec- 
ond half, but a breakaway shote was 
saved by Fogg. 

With ten seconds left in the con- 
test, Therrian made her final save of 
the match, which allowed the Lady 
Pioneers to celebrate at least one vic- 
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tory this fall. 

“T thought they were going to tie 
the score again on that last second 
shot,” Dyjack said. “Angelina was 
able to come up with the save. I 
thought we played very well during 
second half.” 

The Wolves took a 1-0 lead a min- 
ute into the first half following a goal 
by eighth grader Danasia Wilson, 
which was assisted by junior Kylie 
Pothier. 

An unassisted goal by Kozlick ten 
minutes later tied the score for the 
first time. 

The visitors would retake the lead 
when a long direct kick by Pothier 
floated into the right corner. 

The Lady Pioneers managed to tie 
the score again late in the first half 
following Kozlick’s second goal, 
which was assisted by sophomore Ava 
Theoclis. 

The score remained deadlock at 2-2 
for the next 30 minutes. 
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SALE DATES: 
12/3/20 - 12/9/20 
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www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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Send a child 
something special 
this Christmas - 
a Personalized 
Letter from Santa! 


Brought to you by Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime is a 
Special opportunity to personalize 
a Child’s Christmas holiday! 


They will also receive a 
special gift 
with their 
personalized letter. 


Simply cut out the coupon below, 
fill in your payment information 
and enclose your check for $10.95.* 
The letter will be delivered 
just in time for Christmas! 


Quantities are limited, 
so don’t delay, order today! 


ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 


*$10.95 for the first one, $9.95 for each additional. 
Please include phone number. 
Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12/18/20. 


CHILD’S NAME(S) 


SHIPPING ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ZIP 


PHONE 


PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 





_I]CHECK LIVISA 








|| MASTERCARD [JAMEX LJ DISCOVER 


CREDIT CARD # 
EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 
PHONE: 

MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 


Santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: ar@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 
Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 


time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HOT TUB 5 years old. Works Fine. 
We're too old now. $100.00 Must bring 
flat bed truck and two strong loaders. 
Call (978)355-6280 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


CORD WOOD Debarked and bark- 
on firewood, Seasoned & Green. Tree 
Removal Services. Call for Pricing 978- 
423-2889 www.CentralMassTree.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 













AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE 


Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


Buying? 
Selling? 


Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 





at 





<a a Ses 
A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


Snow Plowing, driveways and small 
parking lots. Residential and Com- 
mercial clean-outs/dumpster service. 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Monson, Ludlow 
area. Fully insured. Call DiRico Proper- 
ties (413) 530-1299 





SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 








WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 






DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
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Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9, 800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 









EASTHAMPTON cl 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
e 
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STURBRIDGE 
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BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 





ELD 


BROOKFI 









WALES ( HOLLAND 


. Suburban 









Residential 
Circulation: 
59, 000 





HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 


FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 

(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com 

or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 











the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 





; WILBRAHAM 








Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$32.50 $33.00 $33.50 $34.00 aoe WEST 
90¢ for each additional word. a PLUMBING 
10 for nd Zon 
Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price Ada $ 0 ° ¢ eee d ° : LINC’S PLUMBING 
$34.50 $35.00 $35.50 $36.00] of add $15 to run in LIC. #327222 
ALL THREE ZONES. ‘New Season’ 
New Projects 
; : Call LINC’S 
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price sta es For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 
Address: Addasecond ZONE __*10.00 ate ake 
Town: State: Zip: Add athird ZONE $5.00 pe 
uabdbin 

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal ROOFING 
Credit Card: _1 MasterCard LI VISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check# x Number of Weeks FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 

types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Card #: Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 

Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Amount of charge: Date: Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 


#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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i SPORTS 


T-Birds make food donation 


SPRINGFIELD — On Tuesday, Nov. 
24, Springfield Thunderbirds’ mas- 
cot Boomer along with members of 
the Springfield Thunderbirds front 
office and MassMutual staff made a 
large donation of non-perishable food 
items to Friends of the Homeless in 
Springfield. 

The donation, a sizable amount 
of food spanning multiple pallets, 
is the culmination of a successful 
“Thanks for Giving” program the 
Thunderbirds’ Foundation hosted for 
the month of November, with sup- 
port from MassMutual. Supporters of 
the Thunderbirds were encouraged to 
visit the office or Hilton Garden Inn 
in Springfield to donate food, with the 
Nicebox Icebox parked outside the 
Thunderbirds’ office every Wednesday 
to receive donations. 

“It was tremendous to see the gen- 
erosity of so many individuals the 
past few weeks,” said Thunderbirds 
President Nathan Costa. “Our sincerest 
thanks go out to all that supported the 
drive, including MassMutual. These 
past few months have been challeng- 
ing, but we’re happy that we can con- 
tinue to make an impact on our com- 
munity through Foundation-related 
programs.” 

Friends of the Homeless is a pro- 
gram operated by Clinical & Support 


Options (CSO) that provides shelter to 
more than 1,000 individual men and 
women each year and also assigns a 
case worker to each guest to help them 
find work, permanent homes, navi- 
gate assistance programs, and access 
behavioral and mental health support. 

Tuesday’s delivery continued a 
consistent track record of commu- 
nity involvement from the T-Birds 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) public char- 
ity established by the franchise to 
benefit causes in Springfield and sur- 
rounding Pioneer Valley communi- 
ties. Over the summer, the T-Birds 
Foundation made a number of food 
deliveries to front line workers as part 
of the “From the Heart” campaign. 
During the month of October, the 
T-Birds Foundation made a donation 
of $15,000 to the Rays of Hope, sup- 
porting breast cancer research and 
awareness. 

The mission of the T-Birds 
Foundation is to serve the Springfield 
community and the Pioneer Valley 
beyond every win and loss through 
a focus on providing and supporting 
initiatives in the areas of health and 
wellness, youth enrichment, and 
civil service. Donations can be made 
to the T-Birds Foundation at any time 
by visiting https://www.paypal.com/ 
us/fundraiser/charity/3391100. 


Follow Turley 
Sports on 
Instagram 


urley Publications sports 
department has recently 
joined Instagram. You can 
find our account by searching 
“turleysports.” We will regularly 
feature samples of photos that you 
will see in our publications on a 
weekly basis. Please follow and 
share with your friends and loved 
ones. We will be featuring pho- 
tos from all 11 of our sports sec- 
tions in the coming weeks, but as 
always, you can see all the photos 
that appear by subscribing to your 
local paper or picking up a copy 
in your community. 


$12.50 Belt fie] 


“S” Photos 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 





our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 





MIAA - from page 16 


Wrestling, Indoor Track, winter 
Cheerleading and Dance were not 
created or presented due to commit- 
tee recommendation for those sports 
to be moved to a different sport sea- 
son. Indoor Track is moved to the 
Fall II Season and Wresting, winter 
Cheerleading and Dance are moved 
to the Spring Season. 

MIAA President and Marshfield 
Superintendent Jeff Granatino said, 
“Tt is great to see that so many of our 
student-athletes will be able to take 


part in the sports they love this win- 
ter. Many coaches, athletic direc- 
tors, principals and superintendents 
worked hard over the past few weeks 
to ensure that we would be able to 
offer interscholastic athletes for our 
students, and I want to thank them 
for their efforts.” 

Granatino added, “The pandemic 
has reshaped the way education is 
delivered across the country and the 
same can be said about its impact on 
athletics. Nonetheless, I am confi- 
dent our student-athletes and coach- 
es will adjust to the new expecta- 
tions this winter and have an expe- 


rience as fulfilling and as exciting as 
what we saw during the fall season. 
Gaine reinforced, “Our membership 
should be proud that our Board’s 
actions today reflect allegiance to 
the MIAA mission.” 

The approved Winter Season sport 
modifications are located on the 
MIAA COVID-19 Task Force Page. 
The Frequently Asked Question 
(FAQ) document located on the Task 
Force page is currently being updat- 
ed to better reflect and provide clar- 
ity with recent decisions. This will 
be posted as soon as possible. 






— PUBLIC NOTICES 


Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Pursuant to the authori- 
ty of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 131, Section 
40 (Wetlands Protection Act) 
and the Belchertown Wetland 
Bylaw, the Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hear- 
ing virtually on Monday, 
December 14, 2020 at 
7:00 PM. The purpose of 
this meeting is to review a 
Request for Determination 
for land management activ- 
ities for recreational pur- 
poses at Enoch Sanford 
Road, Map 247 Parcel 12.1. 
Anyone interested in this 
matter should attend remote- 
ly: https://global.gotomeet- 
ing.com/join/83 1262357 . 
12/03/2020 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC AUCTION 

SNOW’S SELF 
STORAGE LLC, will sell at 
Public Auction at 746 Bay 
Road, Belchertown, MA, all 
the personal property stored in 
its facility by: 

M8: Livingstone Abali 

OutMisc 1: Rahji Vickers 


SP4: Changrui Xin 

SP29: Changrui Xin 

At 10:00 am, Saturday, 
Saturday, December 
26, 2020, at the prem- 
ises of SNOW’S SELF 
STORAGE LLC, 746 Bay 
Road, Belchertown, MA, by 
Warren Schreiber, Auctioneer, 
as Agent for Snow’s Self 
Storage, LLC. 

Snow’s Self-Storage 
reserves the following rights: 
to bid at the public auction, 
to refuse any and all bids, or 
to cancel the auction at any 
time for any reason. 

12/04, 12/10/2020 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 





PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 











12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 





Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
PERSON Ware Property looking for 
a full time Maintenance Person who 
can handle the day to day activities 
of maintaining historic properties. Ba- 
sic knowledge of carpentry, electric, 
plumbing, window repair, landscaping 
and plowing. Drivers License required. 
Rick (508) 868-7137 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


Classified Advertising 
DEADLINES | 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 


MONDAY 
AT NOON 





HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

*Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING a 


OPPORTUNITY 





STUDIO APARTMENT Includes 
small fridge, mountain views, parking, 
walking distance to stores. Jessie 
(781)315-2936 


STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE 
WARREN/WARE 
Lowest prices, new units! 
Call Mary (413) 531-3722. 
Securestoragema.com 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 
cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 


Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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COURTESY PHOTOS 
Two intrigued patrons safely enjoy all that 
the Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art in 


Amherst has to offer. 


Staff members at the Eric Carle Museum of 
Picture Book Art in Amherst stay masked up in 
accordance to state guidelines 





AUTO BODY 


REECE AUTO BODY Com- 
plete Auto Body, Paint 
& Repair” auto glass, 


computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
413-323-6664. 





ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413- 
323-1122. John Alix, Owner. 





BY DALTON ZBIERSKI 
Staff Writer 


AMHERST -— The Eric Carle 
Museum of Picture Book Art in 
Amherst is a hidden gem that can 
be found amid the farmlands of 
western Massachusetts. The insti- 
tution displays more than 12,000 
objects and illustrations split 
between multiple galleries, a stu- 
dio and numerous libraries. 

Named after famed 91-year- 
old illustrator and children’s book 
author Eric Carle, creator of, ““The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar,” the 
Carle preserves, presents and cel- 
ebrates picture books and picture 
book illustrations from all over 
the world. 

Not unlike other similar insti- 
tutions, the Carle encountered 
an obstacle in the shape of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While the 
circumstances are not picturesque, 
the Amherst facility has pivoted 
well in the face of adversity. 

“Our staff has put a whole lot 
of time into thinking about the 
flow of the guest experience and 
making sure it’s a positive one but 
also a safe one for everyone. Like 
most museums, it’s required a lot 
of teamwork and communication 
and making sure we’re follow- 
ing state guidelines and policies,” 
Courtney Waring, director of edu- 


cation at the Carle. 

The museum closed to the pub- 
lic in March at the onset of the 
pandemic, and its doors remained 
closed until Aug. 1. Virtual pro- 
gramming and online galleries 
kept the Carle afloat for nearly 
five months. 

“A lot of us found ourselves 
working from home, but previous 
to that, our team had already been 
doing virtual programs, work- 
ing with virtual groups, doing 
livestream events for classrooms 
and doing virtual and profes- 
sional development workshops. 
We continue to do that, and, of 
course, we’re certainly seeing a 
higher demand for that now,” said 
Waring. 

During the pandemic, muse- 
um staffers focused on building a 
robust social media following that 
has been frequently used to post 
collections of images and virtual 
access to galleries. Several exhibi- 
tions are available online in their 
entirety. 

“We have two online exhibi- 
tions running right now that peo- 
ple can go to our website and 
see,” said Waring. “One is called, 
‘Art in Place,’ and is all about 
social distancing in the studio. 
It’s been wonderful to hear from 
studio artists about what they’ve 
done during COVID.” 

The second exhibition is titled 
“Now and Then,” and was orig- 
inally created inside of the 
museum prior to the outbreak of 
COVID-19. Due to its short run- 
ning time, the team at the Carle 
elected to post it online. 

As of Nov. 23, the muse- 
um remains open to the public 
on a part-time basis. The facil- 
ity is open every Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m., 
on Saturday from 10 a.m. until 4 
p.m. and on Sunday from 12 p.m. 
until 4 p.m. 

The building will be closed on 
Christmas Eve, Christmas and 
New Year’s Day. Inside the facili- 
ty, staff members are paying close 
attention to state guidelines and 
have implemented several safe- 
guards to maximize safety. 

The Carle suggests that patrons 
reserve a time slot prior to their 


BUSINESS SERVIC 





Picture that: Eric Carle Museum pivots for pandemic 


The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book 
Art remains open in Amherst. 


arrival, although walk-in guests 
will be welcomed. The museum 
has reduced its capacity limits 
in accordance to Massachusetts 
guidelines. 

Waring has observed many of 
the Carle’s regular patrons return 
since the institution reopened in 
August. Others have not, which is 
okay also. 

“We do have museum members 
that we miss seeing. We’ve seen 
some of them back, but not all of 
them have returned. We’re think- 
ing about ways that we can still 
connect with them. Our museum 
shop has curbside pickup. If any- 
one would like to purchase some- 
thing but not come into the build- 
ing, we can arrange for curbside,’ 
said Waring. 

“Also, our museum members, 
who maybe aren’t ready to come 
back inside the museum and miss 
coming into the art studios, can 
contact us and arrange for an art 
project to-go bag, and that can 
also be picked up with our curb- 
side service,” she continued. 

More information on the Carle 
can be found at carlemuseum.org. 





R EF C TT O R YY 


ey 


COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 
413-323-6012. Great cuts for 
men and women $17.00. A full 
service hair salon. Open Tue- 
Sat., evening hours available. 





HEATING & AIR 





CONDITIONING 


WHITING ENERGY, Est. 1870. 
Complete Fuel Oil Heating 
Service. 24 hr. 7 days a week 
service. Call 413-323-5737. 


BELL & HUDSON INSUR- 
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 413-323-9611, 
800-894-9591. Fax 413- 
323-6117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health. 





OUTDOOR POWER 


EQUIPMENT 





BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 253-7358. 


PLUMBING SERVICES 


D.F. PLUMBING 
& MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTORS are 
now offering plumbing 
services to Belchertown and 
surrounding town. Scheduling 
appointments Monday-Friday, 
8 am to 4pm. Call 413-323- 
9966. 








ROBERTS ROOF CoO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
413-283-4395 
www.robertsroofsinc.com 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 


R.M. NIETUPSKI 
TEMPORARY DUMPSTERS, 
10-30yards for removing con- 
struction, demolition, metal 
and household debris of all 
types. Serving Belchertown 
and all surrounding towns. 
(413) 283-4333. 


AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower repairs. 330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
413-253-4867. 
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TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393 
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UMass jazz program to present 
virtual concerts this month 


AMHERST — The University of 
Massachusetts Amherst Department of 
Music and Dance will present free online 
performances by ensembles from their 
award-winning Jazz and African-American 
Music Studies Program (JAAMS). Both of 
these performances will be presented on 
the department’s YouTube Channel. 

The UMass Vocal Jazz Ensemble, direct- 
ed by Catherine Jensen-Hole, will present 
a virtual performance on Sunday, Dec. 6 
at 2 p.m. The concert will feature solo per- 
formances and acapella arrangements by 
Jensen-Hole and JAAMS director Jeffrey 
W. Holmes, along with classic jazz tunes 
performed with accompaniment from 
alumni rhythm sections recorded in 2012 
and 2015. The program will feature tunes 


Py ed 
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by Sting, Randy Newman, Irving Berlin, 
and Mel Tormé, plus “Christmastime is 
Here” from A Charlie Brown Christmas 
and others. 

The following Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 7:30 
p.-m., the UMass Jazz Ensemble, led by 
Jeffrey W. Holmes and Professor Felipe 
Salles, will present an end of semester con- 
cert that will also include the Graduate 
Jazz Composers Ensemble and undergrad- 
uate Chamber Jazz Ensembles. The groups 
will present an eclectic mix of jazz and 
popular tunes, including “A Charlie Brown 
Thanksgiving Theme,” “Footprints,” 
“Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairies” and 
“Chili Pepper 7,” plus originals by gradu- 
ate composers and former JAAMS faculty 
member Chris Merz ‘91MM. 


‘Lime has a way of changing things... 


™ With the passing of another year, we reflect on the events that changed our 
— lives-some of them good, but for some, there have been better years. 


of better years to come. Whatever last year brought you, we want you to know 
our family’s thoughts are with you for a healthy and happy New Year. 


4 Fortunately, time has a way of healing, and letting us go forward-a promise 
= E 


FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATION SERVICE 


6?) 
} yy Palmer 
' 283-9061 


Belchertown 


323-6961 


Of) BEERS & STORY 


South Hadley 
533-4400 


AN AFFILIATE OF FOUNDATION PARTNERS GROUP & FPG MASSACHUSETTS, 
4901 VINELAND ROAD, SUITE 300, ORLANDO, FL 32811 — (407) 680-2777 


Community Options, Inc. this 
months bag program recipient 


BELCHERTOWN — Community 
Options, Inc., has been selected as a ben- 
eficiary of the Stop & Shop community 
bag program for the month of December. 
The Stop & Shop community bag pro- 
gram, which launched in May 2019, is 
a reusable bag program that facilitates 
community support with the goal to make 
a difference in the communities where 
shoppers live and work. Community 
Options was selected as the December 
beneficiary of the program by store lead- 
ership at the Stop & Shop, located George 
Hannum Rd. Community Options will 
receive a $1 donation every time the 
$2.50 reusable community bag is pur- 
chased at this location during December 


unless otherwise directed by the customer 
through the giving tag attached to the bag. 

Community Options has been provid- 
ing vocational services in Belchertown 
since 1977. Community Options provide 
a variety of services including job devel- 
opment and a community- based day pro- 
gram. 

You can also support its services by 
shopping at Rannsaka or using its lawn- 
care crew next spring. 

For more information Community 
Options, please email info@communi- 
tyoptionsma.org or find us on Facebook. 
For more information the Stop & Shop 
community bag program, visit stopand- 
shop.bags4mycause.co. 


The market changes. 
Are you prepared? 





Tom McRae 
Financial Advisor 


100 University Dr 
First Floor Suite 3 
Amherst, MA 01002 
415-549-1979 


Edward Jones 
MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 
edwardjones.com 








rele 


bank=SB 





Since 1869, we've upheld a tradition of helping our neighbors. Over the last five 


We know that giving 
back moves our 
community forward. 


years, we've donated nearly $1.8 million to community organizations and our 
employees have contributed thousands of volunteer hours to help those in need. 







Learn more at bankESB.com/community 











